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A successful decade of BRI's contributions to Africa

SREER: EEIRENERS5E

GERT GROBLER

Senior Research Fellow at the Institute of African Studies, ZJNU

South Africa is chairing the BRICS group of countries in 2023 and will therefore
be hosting the leaders of Brazil, Russia, India and China at the 15th BRICS
Summit,under the theme, “BRICS and Africa: Partnership for Mutually Accelerated
Growth, Sustainable Development and Inclusive Multilateralism ”, in Johannesburg

from 22 to 24 August 2023.

As excitement and interest builds up for the BRICS Summit this year, the
country is experiencing a busy calendar on the diplomatic front with many delegations
arriving in South Africa for a total of 200 BRICS related meetings during the year.The
Summit will, in fact,be one of the largest gatherings post-Covid, with at least 67
International leaders attending the Summit, while 1000 delegates are expected for the

BRICS business council gathering as well as a huge media contingent.

As regards the upcoming Summit,South Africa will endeavor to provide strategic
leadership during its tenure as BRICS Chair,in close consultation with other Members,
based on the Chair’s priorities and previously agreed-upon decisions and to ensure

coordination and continuity in BRICS objectives and activities.

South Africa and its fellow BRICS partners, in fact, look forward to utilizing the

F ANRERMLIBEAFIEMNARE AENXEERFR) SHRARR. mIERRER
RE, ZREFRT (FEBHKR) (China Daily),



Summit to further cement intra-BRICS cooperation under the three pillars-political
and security, economic and financial, and cultural & people-to-people exchanges and
draw up an enhanced blueprint for future BRICS cooperation aimed at making a

growing contribution towards global peace and stability,development and prosperity.

Given the excellent relations with China,South Africa, in particular, sincerely
appreciates the support of China in hosting the 2023 BRICS Summit as reflected in a
recent constructive message by President XI Jinping to South Africa’s President Cyril
Ramaphosa: “ China is ready to work with South Africa to maintain the development
momentum of the BRICS cooperation mechanism, build a high-quality partnership
that is more comprehensive, closer, more pragmatic and more inclusive, realize the
development of member countries and promote more robust, greener and sounder

global development.

Since its inception in 2009, BRICS has become a positive, stabilizing and
constructive force with rising international influence and appeal on the international
stage, and has always been closely linked to the destiny of emerging markets and

developing countries.

Based on the many achievements of BRICS , it goes without saying that the
BRICS platform represents one of the most significant developments in global
governance. BRICS has over the past decade increasingly demonstrated an ability to
embark on concrete and innovative measures aimed at addressing the deep imbalances

afflicting the globe.

BRICS can be proud of its cooperation achievements which is multi-sectorial
and multi-faceted in nature, covering wide ranging areas such as governance, security,
economy, energy, climate change, trade,finance and social development.The progress
that has been recorded is due to the collective commitment of all BRICS members to

ensure the effective implementation of all its decisions which are based on consensus.



South Africa has reaped significant benefits from its membership of this

important bloc, most notably in the area of economic cooperation.

Being part of BRICS, enabled South Africa to employ additional and powerful
tools in its fight to address its domestic triple challenges of unemployment, poverty
and inequality through increased trade, investment, tourism as well as capacity

building, skills and technology transfer.

The main objectives of South Africa’s engagement in BRICS are to enhance the
future growth and development of South Africa and to strengthen intra-BRICS

relations and mutually beneficial cooperation.

In a BRICS context, South Africa will continue to emphasise concrete
cooperation that contributes both directly and indirectly to the priorities of a better
South Africa, a better Africa, and a better world through its partnership with key
players of the Global South on issues related to global governance and its reform, and

development.

To enhance these objectives, the following will be the key priorities during the

Summit;:

— South Africa’s declared strategic intent to further advance the African

development agenda within the BRICS group including the building of a partnership
between BRICS and Africa to unlock mutually beneficial opportunities for increased
trade, investment and infrastructure through the African Continental Free Trade Area.
Furthermore to strengthen post-pandemic socio-economic recovery and the attainment

of the UN 2030 Agenda on Sustainable Development.

—Developing a partnership towards an equitable Just Energy Transition in South

Africa .This aim is to alleviate the effects of climate change by moving towards a net

zero carbon dioxide emissions target by 2050, while at the same time ensuring that no



one gets left behind.

— Transforming education and skills development for the future, particularly

aimed at the adoption of Fourth-Industrial-Revolution (4IR) technologies in Africa
and equipping the youth with the skills needed to benefit from this important

megatrend.

— Promoting sustainable development is one of the group’ s key priorities

outlined in the 2020-2025 BRICS strategy amongst others the strengthening of post-
pandemic socio-economic recovery and the attainment of the UN 2030 Agenda on
Sustainable Development. It is also of critical importance in the light of the
increasingly devastating effects of climate change . With 40% of the global population
and 26% of the world’s land surface, BRICS is well placed to drive the world towards

sustainable development and prevent a climate catastrophe.

—Strengthening multilateralism, including working towards real reform of global

governance institutions. One of the founding values of BRICS is the need to
restructure the global political, economic and financial architecture to be more

equitable, balanced and representative.

—Actively promoting South-South cooperation through establishing vibrant and

robust trade, investment, scientific and cultural networks between developing
countries. In its 2020-2025 Strategy, the BRICS group defined concrete ways of

enhancing South-South relations.

—During the 2022 Summit, BRICS countries declared their “support promoting

discussions among BRICS members on an expansion process . The growing interest
in BRICS indicates that many countries are searching for a multi polar forum that is

modern, inclusive, and oriented toward the good of all. There will therefore be an



increasing focus at the Summit on the need to clarify the guiding principles, standards,
criteria, and procedures for this expansion process on the basis of full consultation and

consensus.

As regards the final arrangements for the Summit which are progressing well, the
Minister of International Relations and Cooperation of South Africa, Dr Naledi
Pandor has confirmed that the BRICS summit will go ahead in Johannesburg in

August, as originally planned and added the following :

Comprehensive preparations for the Summit are underway in South Africa by the
police and security authorities to, in consultation with all its partners , ensure the
safety of all the high level delegations and visitors to the summit by enhancing
policing in the country through technology, specialised skills and a modernised South
African police service as a matter of urgency. China's Minister of Public Security,
Wang Xiaohong hosted South Africa’s Minister of Police ,Bheki Cele, in China in
June 2023. Apart from holding highly fruitful discussions on increasing cooperation
on policing ,the two Ministers also reflected on the security preparations for the
BRICS summit in Johannesburg. China declared that is was ready to work with South
Africa to bolster the security in the country during the BRICS Summit which was

warmly welcomed by the South African side.

Contradicting all expectations in the West of the eventual weakening of the
group, the BRICS member countries continue to work in a committed fashion towards
strengthening consultation and cooperation. Critics of BRICS who thought that the
formation would be just another talk shop, have been proven wrong. It will, no doubt,
once again be evident during the upcoming Summit and it’s outcome, that BRICS,
based on its mandate to restructure the global political, economic and financial
architecture to be more equitable, balanced and representative, is indeed a goal

oriented formation with continuity, concrete and tactical actions.
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(JR@R: EAC Leaders Extend Mandate of Regional Force in DRC By Three Months)

FR: BFAIIK (Nile post) , ZruafiE]: 9 76 H
1E#: Samuel Muhimba, /A RF/EK

JR X ££#E: https://nilepost.co.ug/2023/09/06/eac-leaders-extend-mandate-of-regional-for

ce-in-drc-by-three-months/
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(J&& . How judiciary is tackling case backlog, maintaining quality justice)

F R #hFAIR (The New Times) , H#bit/i: 9 /5 H
1E# : Aurore Teta Ufitiwabo, E #2477 R 1i#/6K
JR X #£FE: https://www.newtimes.co.rw/article/10519/news/law/how-judiciary-is-tackling-

case-backlogs-maintaining-quality-justice
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(J&E&: Over $30 billion loss to East African nations due to climate change impacts)

KR JEEIHFIE I @ FREIR (Addis Standard) , F#AFE]: 9 A5 H

1EZ#: Angy Essam, E #£#7i% HENK

JE X 4£#2: https://addisstandard.com/news-oxfam-reveals-over-30-billion-loss-to-east-afri 13 *:p L

can-nations-due-to-climate-change-impacts

9H 4 H, /Kiizr (Oxfam) KATHI—HEN CANATRHL: AR
A5 R dE L@ fEHL )  ( UNFAIR SHARE :  Unequal climate finance to East
Africa's hunger crisis ) 75 7~, 2021 FLICk, BREMRLT., HEW., BLHE
FARE 75 DA AR R 58 R B A B s A5 B I 300 1235 7T . 1X—4 A
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R I8 R A
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FETIE, (52021 FUAREMILT., HRT., REHFREIHEAL T 24 2
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(J&=: Salaam Becomes First Bank to Get Islamic Banking Licence in Uganda)

FK: #FEH (allafrica.com) , H#rfi]: 9 /9 A

1E#: Kenneth Kazibwe, B E£#F L E2EK

JR X #£#E: https://allafrica.com/stories/202309110170.html

BRI TA PR AT ( Salaam Bank Limited ) 4 13 T8 2 SR8 =%
BNV A SR .
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(JR@1: COMESA infrastructure ministers call for resource mobilization to close regional

infrastructure gap)

FR: FHIEART%H (COMESA) , ZHAflE]: 9 /7 14 H
1E#: Mwangi Gakunga, %87 2K

JR X £EFE: https://www.comesa.int/comesa-infrastructure-ministers-call-for-resource-mo

bilization-to-close-regional-infrastructure-gap/
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(JE&: Malawi: Chakwera Launches Call to Action on Management of Trees and Forests in

Malawi)

FR: RBIEFEHIR (Nyasa Times), Z#ifiE]: 9 H1 H
1E1E#: Watipaso Mzungu, RIrZEiF RHER
JR X £EHE: https://www.nyasatimes.com/chakwera-launches-call-to-action-on-manageme

nt-of-trees-and-forests-in-malawi/

8 H 31 H, Sfv#EeGhrdl ¥l - Z-R¥) - #Eyo4kfs ( Lazarus McCarthy
Chakwera ) 7EF [ 95 Ki61% ( Chiefs' Forum in Lilongwe ) /& #EHHE, #i
PEAAEARMRIR BRSSP R SR bR B 57 T EE B, IR AR G HE T
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(R : Somalia to Start Fish, Fruit Exports to Ethiopia)

FK: 12#7R (The Reporter) , Z#ifial: 9 49 A
1£Z": Selamawit Mengesha, & E# 7 [FFHRAK

JR X #£4#: https://www.thereporterethiopia.com/36407/
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(JR@1: Malawi: Nice Commits to Reduce llliteracy As 5 Million Malawians Lack Formal

Education)

FR: BEGFEIIIR ( Nyasa Times) , ZHhif/E]: 9 4 12 A
1E#: Watipaso Mzungu, /ZB#F #HEZNRK

JR X £EFE: https://www.nyasatimes.com/nice-commits-to-reduce-illiteracy-as-5-million

-malawians-lack-formal-education/

9 A8 H, HFAE HRINZFR, DhEmE Rl kAT (Mdeka
ADMARC Ground ) 287z, HREWITFL (Mwanza ) %5 (Neno )
HO X 22 RECH B WUE 3 - ity ( Wallace Kudzala ) 58 Tl A4
HHBEMLEN, X REIUEEN N HIXTIEZR KRR i
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( Promoting literacy for a world in transition: Building the foundation for
sustainable and peaceful societies ) FIE PRI H T8 T, BEA EFLHRIE TR
[ 5 A #1833 ( National Initiative for Civic Education, NICE ) /A3LfZHEHE
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B, ZESIEAES R4ERECAS R ) (the Mindset Change Agenda ) , 5
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(J&&: Tanzania: PM Office Offers Apprenticeship Training to Self-Employed Youth)

KR 12 B4 HFH (Tanzania Daily News) , Zxbaf/]: 9 A 7 H
1E#: 1F#: Rodgers Luhwago, Nelly Mtema, ZEEiE 3 ENEK

JR X ££#E: https://dailynews.co.tz/pm-office-offers-apprenticeship-training-to-self-employ

ed-youth/
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