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point in its policy towards Africa. However, the policy now faces the lack of
political influence, strategic guidance, systematic and sustained economic assis-
tance and other challenges. In order to compensate for its relatively weak hard
power, ROK has in recent years taken a different approach in its public diplo-
macy. It is now committed to building a positive image of the country in Africa
through “soft power”.

Keywords: ROK; Africa; Official Development Assistance; Public Di-

plomacy

A Study on the Trade Picture between China and

Africa in Song Dynasty

Wu Tingting / 59

Abstract: A relatively complete overseas trade network had been formed
in Song Dynasty, at the time, the trade between China and Africa had already
begun, so the trade system of China and Africa had a certain substantive con-
tent. The record of the “Wu Si Li” “Mu Lan Pi” “Ceng Tan” in Song Dynas-
ty books also became the key information which the people of the Song Dynasty
and even later generations to understand this period of Sino-African relations. At
that time, the Song Dynasty not only extended the sea-route to North Africa,
but also opened up a trans-oceanic sea-route to East Africa. Since then, the pos-
sibility of direct trade between Song Dynasty and Africa was confirmed, with
the discovery of Song Dynasty porcelain and coins in Africa, as well as the re-
cords of the spices and ivory in Song Dynasty, because of these information,
the Sino-African “Maritime Silk Road” was shaped. As a result, although the
Sino-African trade system in Song Dynasty was not as close as the “East Asian” ,
it was not illusory. In fact, economic interaction between China and Africa,
but the lack of political and cultural identity shaped the Sino-African uniqueness
of “Unconspicuous Tribute System”.

Keywords: Sino-African Trade System; Ancient African Countries;

Maritime Silk Road; Tributary Relationship



