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TaRin

China’ s 20th National Congress: A re—affirmation of

commitment to responsible global governance

thdt — ok, BN AIRIGEAIRE

Osidipe Adekunle
Researcher at the Institute of African Studies, Zhejiang Normal University

Heralded by intense global media reportage, China’ s weeklong 20th National
Congress concluded its session at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing over the
weekend. Amidst the intense coverage, positive and some otherwise, a reflection on
the Congress showed some salient issues that have kept the country consistently on
the path of stable growth and development for over seven decades going. The country
has maintained an unbroken focus and dedication to its founding principles of
peaceful development and responsible governance which have remained relevant as it
is fine-tuned through self-review and reforms in preparation for and in response to the
dynamics of development requirements locally and internationally as the nation and

the global community evolves.

The Chinese experience has demonstrated a proven sustainable governance from
1949 when the new China was founded till now. There has been consistent actions of
nation building that has led more than half a billion people out of poverty into wealth

within four decades. According to the World Bank, over the past 40 years, the number

' AXEE RN LT RFIEMNARREBFIEEZIRARAR. BEFITHRAOMP
K, ZNEAFRT (BIR) (The Guardian),



of people in China with incomes below the International Poverty Line ($1.90 per day)
has fallen by close to 800 million. China single-handedly contributed close to three-
quarters of the global reduction in the number of people living in extreme poverty.
Apart from this, the citizenry was transformed from a dependency mentality to self-
sustaining mentality. Overall, it is not just the system of government that experienced
transformation through internally built self-reviewing and self-reforming mechanism,

but the people too.

The consistency of government’ s focus on putting the people first in all policy
formulation and implementation has made the country to rise from 4.45 billion dollars
foreign reserves in 1978 when the “reform and opening up policy was launched”
to become the number one country in the world with the largest foreign reserves (3.43
trillion dollars), more than the combined foreign reserves of the G7 countries (3.19
trillion dollars) in 2021, the world ' s largest high speed rail network (over
40,000kilometers already completed and more than 20,000kilometer under
construction), the world manufacturing base with the largest technical and vocational
education and training (TVET) system in the world (over 11,000 TVET schools and
30 million students) supporting its high tech manufacturing and global
competitiveness stead and according to Forbes, six out of the ten (60%) top ten
biggest banks in the world in 2022 are Chinese banks. China has achieved these,
including solely building its own space station after being unfairly pushed out of the
international space station due to politics and successfully manufacturing a 100%

made in China commercial aircraft among other accomplishments.

The same governance posture that has brough the country so far is what the
Chinese President, Xi Jinping strongly emphasized in the 20th National Congress that

the country will not only stick to but engage in it in a deeper dimension through



reforms and innovations to ensure that the vision of the founding fathers is sustained
for the second one hundred years of the country. An ambitious plan as it may sound,

China has been known to have the ability to do what it has made decision to do.

China’ s commitment to 'peaceful development’  is complemented by a
commitment to advance harmony both domestically and internationally from 1949 to
date, which on its own is a commitment to responsible global governance. Each
administration has consistently adhered to this core value that formed the foundation
of the new China from Mao Zedong to Deng Xiaoping, Jiang Zemin to Hu Jintao and
now Xi Jinping. For instance, the principle of the three harmonies pursued under the
Hu Jintao " s administration underpins the statecraft of China’ s generations of
leadership. This includes seeking peace in the world (F03¢:he-ping), harmony in Asia
and reconciliation with Taiwan (Ff#:he-jie) and harmony within Chinese society (F[]

18:he-xie).

The pursuit of these three harmonies complemented China = s peaceful
development objectives which sought to build a more people-centred and humanistic
administration, committed to helping the poor at home and promoting mutual
development abroad. Under the current leadership, China has relentlessly toed the
same path of peaceful development by vigorously promoting the total eradication of
poverty at home and abroad through various initiatives such as the establishment of a

“moderately prosperous society” (/NEEfEE: xiao kang she hui) locally and the
Belt and Road Initiative (—%—_Eg{giﬁ\{:yi dai yi lu chan yi), a massive international
platform for promoting global development and building a human community with a

shared future in countries that subscribed to the initiative.

The moderately prosperous society initiative has successfully reduced poverty to



the barest minimum in China giving credence to the country’ s advocacy that the
number one human right is " freedom from poverty ” . Through consistency in
policy, from 1978 to 2020, China' s per capita gross domestic product (GDP) grew
8.2 percent per year on average, while the poverty rate fell by 2.3 percentage points

every year.

Unwavering policy implementation since 1978 prompted rapid economic growth,
improved agricultural productivity and expanded nonagricultural sectors, thereby
creating more and decent-paying jobs. According to president Xi, the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) was conceived to " achieve policy, infrastructure, trade, financial,
and people-to-people connectivity and thus build a new platform for international co-

operation to create new drivers of shared development.”

The investment projects of the BRI have been estimated to have added over USD
1 trillion of outward funding for foreign infrastructure over the 10-year period from
2017. According to studies carried out by the World Bank, 71 economies
geographically located along the BRI transport corridors, including China received
35% of global foreign direct investments and accounted for 40% of global
merchandise exports in 2017. Due to the interconnectedness of the modern world, in
taking steps to eradicate poverty and building a peaceful and prosperous society
within its territory and globally, China has shown itself as a leading example in

responsible global governance.

Irresponsible global governance on the other hand include, among others,
reckless actions of violence (unilateral and joint) by state actors against other states,
seeking and engaging in dividing a sovereign nation as well as adopting non-violent

but punitive actions, like sanction, which have the potentials to trigger widespread



crisis in the global community. These, among others, over the years have been major

causes of unprecedented humanitarian catastrophes in many countries.

Millions have died directly and more indirectly in Syria, Afghanistan, Libya,
Yemen, and many other places due to unbridled interventions of some countries in the
internal affairs of other countries through the channels of military actions instead of
the peaceful option of the negotiation table. The consequence of such indiscriminate
actions is that it is not the countries being pummeled with violent act or sanctions that

suffers the effects, but the global communities as a whole.

However, reflecting on the checkered history of such military actions and
sanctions, the pungent truth is that the fundamental issue (s) which necessitated such
military actions and sanctions remain largely unresolved. A lesson showing that
military operations or sanctions are not always the best options to resolving such
issues. This is evident in the ongoing global economic and energy crisis with its
attendant humanitarian crisis in the developing world and mostly felt by the
vulnerable and poor masses who have no means of escape from the cycle of
disadvantages foist on them by the actions of countries that are meant to provide the
beacon of hope in responsible and good global governance. Responsible global
governance must seek the good of all by taking actions that promote common peace,

unity, prosperity and overall human security in every sphere.

The global community today is experiencing heightened uncertainties like never
before due to actions and inactions of the promoters of high-sounding ideals of human
rights, liberalism, justice, democracy and so on. Often, due to gradually moribund
geo-political interests, they often choose to support the path that aligns to their own

interests no matter the level of negative impact such positions will have on the



collective global community. Global governance has come to the phase where the
active players in decisions that will affect the world would have to be those who have
crossed the threshold of self and group interests and have embraced a more globalized

“collective interests”  in their world view as seen in the Chinese approach not only
in national governance, but in international relationship. The approach which

emphasize collective interest, multilateralism and mutual respect.

Over the years, China, Africa and the developing countries in the global south
have prioritized the South-South cooperation underpinned by shared ideological
beliefs in anti-imperialism and the sanctity of sovereignty. They have subscribed to be
guided by the principles of sincerity, friendship and equality, upholding the principles
of pursuing the greater good and shared interests, mutual respect and common
development and upholding openness and inclusiveness among others. These ideals
set a new agenda in global governance which all countries should subscribe to in

order to guarantee a mutually secured and sustainable future.

History has taught us that following the path of peace through strategic
negotiation plays significant role in promoting sustainable growth and development.
China’ s commitment to continued pursuit of peace within and beyond its borders is
a clear example of responsible global governance. In almost one hundred years of the
new China, the country * s adherence to peaceful coexistence locally and
internationally has helped it build a globally acclaimed success economically, socially
and technologically, bringing it from the lower rungs of global development to the
frontline as it becomes the second largest economy in the world. The concise meaning
of sustainable development is that the current generation is able to use well the
resources available to it now without jeopardizing the next generation’ s access to the

same resources or even more than the resources as a result of responsible practices of



sustainability. From every indication, the pursuit of actions inimical to national,
regional or global peace, unity and prosperity is unsustainable and should not be

condoned.

In conclusion, China’ s secret of sustainable growth and development is in its
commitment to follow the path of peaceful development and pursuit of the common
good within and beyond its borders. As China" s new leadership steps into the saddle
of service to the people of China and playing its role in promoting international peace
and development, it is obvious that good governance in any society is not about the
so-called systems of government (democracies, monarchies, and authoritarian and
totalitarian regimes) but it is about the people in government. China has enjoyed the
privilege of having people in government who are committed to the common interest
both home and abroad and has resulted in a prosperous society with confidence in the
country: an indispensable ingredient for nation building and lesson for leaders in the

global community.
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(R Government Approves New Land Policy and Implementation Strategy)
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(J&& . Kenya: Govt to Cut Spending on Non-Priority Areas to Reduce Country's Fiscal

Deficit)
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FRITHIRNETRTT,  DAgRKREHEH T Bl T B I (R AR AR

BT ABEA T #H A4S - BT (Peter Kanaiya ) {EGTEIKIEXR
S EFR, AT B RTIE S SR e M ECE B g H i e s = 0t B
HATESENNE, B E JEHE T R e

HRVEZR i S5EME E B IR2ZE: - B (Esther Koimett ) 2
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7N, H 2019 R, R THEESR e W HRELA S E— B B0 Tk = A AR s
B3 M i 5 SR S PSS M, 2R R At AR RS - D& B ( Paul
Macharia ) 7ERCH S BEAEPFRHER], SIANRRETTME:, OFS5EE
Je., ERPWIEEWE AT HREASAH . HRRTMAS AR
MRS TZ M ETE. & e WA SR e W BB B S & e AR E f 9E
Je W -k & B ( Iscbania-Migori ) . #5358 ( Taveta ) . & fFH4E £ 4E 08
( Loitoktok ) . FEfN-FENN ( Lunga-Lunga ) AMPEC, DUEAFHIARSS &, #2
RS T, RIRGTERA N2, R/ I AR B 58 1 55
HRF LR RO o [ P S EB 45 S R AL AU N TCEE IR 55 O R R R ft i Tak 2t 7
R RIS

KR T R H OB LR AR SR

(B Mozambique Exports its First LNG Cargo to Europe)

F R HZFEHIF (the maritime-executive) , F#bifil: 11 A 13 H
P RNIF B LK

JR X #£F: https://www.maritime-executive.com/article/mozambique-exports-its-first-Ing-

cargo-to-europe

B SRl BRI (JCHERIN ) 5, FHsBIR AL rfas L,
AN T KRB o Fealie s & aE L AP AR B SO0 HRAR T %8 H 23
W

11713 H, RRETCHEMNIZE TR — IR TRIA T XA E KA
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— PRI, R AR TR TR AR R i BRI T AL
AT

Aok B B E KA E E eI A F IR JE 42 A ( Ttalian multinational
energy company Eni ) =5 I ( Coral South ) S{FIR IR M ( Coral
Sul floating LNG vessel ) o IR T EHIZEE ( The FLNG ) i T-5L
R TOIIER S S 7 ( Rovuma Basin ) , fEF7REN 340 i, 5N HHT
TR

FH, ERETCESEIERR - 4175 ( Filipe Nyusi ) 7E—1{775 B 1 & A7
R, HERTAERNH ORI E R 2 — N TR S R
ST AREFCERETESS, BN EFREREE RN R A E R Tk, 7

Pl Th, HERSEMFRIREE T 180 T 5T, LA B EE S
1K 3000 T3 M VR AL IR TIBAE ™ H, X Eofif B R 2 A T E AR LRI, 322 )e
SRR Ak 4 XKEIHIFY ( Coral South ) T H (Y EEHEE TR . 4 XA HAhI5
H AR R IR T AR SEF A ] ( ExxonMobil ) | HFE A7 RAR S S 24 ]
(China’ s CNPC) . %5 7 i fEJR/AH] (Portugal’ s Galp ) | ¥ [E KIS
Al (Korea’ s Kogas ) B2 [HE 51 H/AH] ( Mozambique’” s ENH) .

I H 2 S Hve B B — 9 BRI I H

ASERYRE, TGS, AR ORI AR =LAz 2R
B, JREENN 7RG B TSmO R . A4F, HTI/RY (Palma)
B 3 A e = e, R ASETs, R ETER /KA A H] (France” s Total
Energies ) #HEAAHAFE 1310 JTHEFRRA TSI B AEATTHI .
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B R SE AT/ R G MU 22k pO4g4F 1520 Tkl _ Bl ARSI H
WAEREATT o MA/R DAL F B PR 57 7 ( Mocimboa da Praia ) PAPEZ] 30
GeBAL, R TFAE 2020 2 2021 FFRIE ST %
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DS VAR Y LE R R it

(J&&: Malawi: Minister Kaliati Encourages Companies to Provide Early Childhood

Development Facilities)

FE: RBEFEIR (Nyasa Times) , ZHxuofi]: 11 A 4 H
1£#: Duncan Mlanjira, /# B JEoRFK
JR X ££#E: https://www.nyasatimes.com/minister-kaliati-encourages-companies-to-

provide-early-childhood-development-facilities/

et LE R R, S 4k KO R Sk RS A 4y i
A+ RAAE (Patricia Kaliati ) 355 =4 Al oy HHR G 92 F Bhap 31800
FEAFRALEE (Chiradzulu ) —F/NARIERURSIAGENE, RAFIEREEEER XL
DA O Fie it L 4 & % (Early Childhood Development, ECD )
Wi, DAME LN TERTTR RE TR e A o d —K

RRNEFANDY, HEEEITETT ) EHAERR, ARG RS E AT
AR BTG, AN IZIGZ 7 BT T, TNIZ S0 A
R R ER Y L R A s, O M S DO 2 M AN & R £k
AR BLXFER 23] 7 AR E 55 7

RHRWAERIR, LR RIS R R TR RIS . “RleA B2,
JURE R e N SR A e 9 e i I B B, X — IR A 2 5
HUVGHAS, H— B8R fEy . AR RS S, — NI E o, RE
FeHEIE TN EFEAZ AT, DX AR KRR I 5, 7
AN TEE,  “EER T A RIFEE AN, T @Bz i
THEZHER, ERIX S XREEAS [ S AR A Dok, FATT R AR =
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) — BN TR AR T L AR BT A& I OME, X2 AT AR E
I TEN BRI N5 B30T LA SR H AR A o

“EZR R R LRI E Tz . RIEAE, FAEER TR X T
PR HZ . ROy — D A A w] T 24T s G AR SER &
BAIXLL, (EAFRIGEES . B, SRS BT —E0 L &Rk
FSHEBLTT A I, O AT B ) SRR S AT A2 P B IR S A i
RRNEFRFE—HiE,  “IEE, AFAREE T Z AR E R o s L
EREA R, BEEIRSEE A AR P aiE s, 7

BeA[E JL# 344 ((United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund,
UNICEF ) fUEBZERE - YD%4# (Muhammad Shahid ) 7R, BEA EHUREL
DI TR e LB A A SR AL, 5 R RMATRIE ST . L3R SR
KK TT G IE AR, JLTE R R ST SR AR B —E,
e ATHTARTL, RN TARBIEEE AT —1 5 Lt
JUBE LR R URE , B 2 B S iy A ) LB S 54 48 2063 JE 5T H
tro 7 ABFIR,
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LT R T T2 B BRI I AR SR A
(R : Uganda: Minister Amongi Calls for More Investment in Skilling to Tackle

Unemployment)

KR 2FEFE A (allafrica.com) , FHaFE: 10 A 11 H

1E#: Samuel Muhimba, #EN#F JERFK

J7 X #£ #: https://allafrica.com/stories/202211110333.html

S 346 JRE RS TAISUBEAU b, 3T k9 TARLS LRI - 1]
4255 (Betty Amongi ) I, YT HAT&BREH A MR &, #1551 4141
FIMHHAEE, MIAFRREE, WA AR S, SRR A
PRI SRALITET, DR TR0 M\ R S Tt

RN SELTTHAE 2022 AFIAE] 7300 A, LT 2021 4R 7500
NI FEAL, E05H 2019 BRI AZR HE 600 T A FEil&S T8, #
2021 SE G EIMFRIRE] 4.33%, HFHRTREG R, STIANSHE
2 NS MERAIRELRE . RO A7 H DABARB IMEZE A . X AR T TR
NG, IR 2% AN g Al

2252 ( Yoweri Kaguta Museveni ) HGE M5 H, RS T8 ANRIN4AZ
I HHE , (RIS A SRR, X 2 i RN A R
FMTEE TR, 543, BEFRERR:  “HERINNEE FE
BRI R B R AR B XS R E Rl T AR S TR E
#r LAEAIBOA R, IR TCIEE N S AR GO0 Tz A= i Fl
HR55o "

NT R Re PR, EFRSY THZURE T “RTHEENA S
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", SRIASAERMERE AR« A DU ARG R LA R E
PTSET 2o, BRARIX SIS BB IS N o7 2 0 BN I P i, (B ZERE S AIE
HOVALE I AA F52RKI7 BBCRAND , AT S Rr97 TZHZ Bl A 1 sl LS s o

MR, 22028 48, 01 H B 50 5 A\szai, HrpzD45E 40%%%
P, DAUSCKRE 61 MEZERIIE 6000 MALWIFL) 6 74 . Bl LB
IR

2022 42 2028 4F, [Hfrgy THZUG R A5 5T IAFE AR 61 A H FRE 242
LU s T 22RO 4.92 12367, FRTION SEBLR A I £ BRI N 25 B
AT HAR I e RO B ik T ks 2.8 {436 TT

BRIV AFEIR LT REEIERB A RFETRIER DI h

(JR& . Kenya: UASU Blasts Machogu Over Plan to Stop Funding Public Universities)

R FASHEE R (Capital FM) , Z#at/iE]: 11 # 7 A

1E#: Jemimah Mueni, /%775 B 545K

JR X ££FE: https://www.capitalfm.co.ke/news/

HIRWAFRHKFAFTEIR « LIF1H (Ezekiel Machogu ) 11 R ZE R IEUR K

BB A KREFEMZ R SR, 11 H7H, BRETEKRFHRT TS
(UASU) fEfTE A M2 3R, X—A RSN,

TR FENIET - FOMAII ( Constantine Wasonga ) 75 & A 23 L3RR,
WERBURAT IR BI A SR, AN SEREFAEARAFI SR B ERI RIS, Al RES 325
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LR BN K E AL Z AT HET, BUN 242258 &2 1
16000 564, XL T THIANHE, WERBURFE BT, AR 5 i
s iese, EWE T8 AT B &4

FULPATINSR AT SRl fE AT AL AN bR B EATFT IS, 583 F)
FRIFRR, DIERNIZE I AR MR, AR B H
PRSI B B AN, BURA STE N IR BEk s v B . HABEURAL
FRIAE GBI TN PR AR R, BURFARE AUl s BT 2 B Al e
FHEMMBEGK

FLARINIEZE7R , Bty B9 e W15 B - B2 50t - B4t ( William
Samoei Ruto ) S5t T 2022 SERIERHTAE B HISE i iA TS fESemdr, ek

GEAMUBAT I I REE TR D, SO ARVESE IR S,

wa, FURINZER, ERHJUFRE, A ABoE ARG R H &5 ]
UGS N SEREAHTR T BRI BUE S o T BUMBE A N AETE 2
Wi, ANVKFAMIAEERE T AREZE . |G, JUPIraERIEMA
SEREFHRR R BER R RO 55 T B BOR T . FHTR A REE R ECRDUEA
AT IR I SE RIS AP, A, eS80 e T I s 35 A XU
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