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Review of the Anthropology Researches in Southern Afirca

Xu Wei
Abstract: The history of anthropology development was over one hundred years in
Southern Africa. Many famous theories, methods and academic debates all originated
from the anthropologists’ long-term fieldwork on the continent. This article overviews
three famous anthropologists’ experiences and their works according to three history
periods of anthropology development in Southern Africa. Meanwhile the article

Michael de Jongh, Deconstruct, self-destruct or reconstruct: the state of Anthropology in Southern
Africa, Anthropology Southern Africa, vol.25,2002.
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summarizes the transitions of society and culture in Southern Africa. We can say that
the Anthropology Southern Africa (ASnA) is the most important organization and
platform for communicating among anthropologists in Southern Africa.

Keywords: anthropology; South Africa; British Anthropology; German Anthropology
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