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Uganda Age Limit Bill: Process, Public Sentiment and

Predicament

Li Zhaoying [ 21

Abstract: Many countries in Africa are facing the challenge of the institu—
tionalization of political authority, and access to the peaceful transition of presi—
dential power has been one of the most controversial issues since Africa’s inde—
pendence. Under the combined effects of unbalanced political party system ,
active interest groups and restricted civil society, Uganda, one of the typical
countries of this problem, passed the constitutional amendment law in 2017
that removed the 75-year presidential age limit clause 102 (b) that paved way
for life presidency in Uganda and allows the incumbent President M useveni to
run in the 2021 elections and is expected to be re-elected consecutively till
2031, when he will be 90 years old. The Uganda Age Limit Bill had been
controversial from the propaganda stage to the parliamentary debate stage, be—
sides, the negative perception and emotional judgment of the public opinion
on Age Limit Bill had put Uganda’s political, economic and social develop—
ment in the face of a severe crisis of governance. How to overcome this dilem—
ma, improve the political system in line with Uganda’s national conditions,
and realize the modernization of the country is worthy of deep thinking. Based
on the results of literature analysis and sample interviews, this paper analyzes
the background, process, public sentiment and predicament of the bill in or—
der to promote understanding and research on political reality in U ganda.

Keywords: Uganda; Constitutional Amendment; Presidential Age Limit

Informal Local Governance Institutions and M anagement of
Intra¥thnic Conflicts: Reflections from Kuria of Tarime

District, North Eastern Tanzania

Emmanuel Yacobo Kiondo, Lyabwene Mtahabwa,

Peter Anthony Kopoka [ 35

Abstract: The study was conducted to examine the influence of Kuria tra—
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ditional local governance institutions in the management of intra-ethnic conflicts
in Tarime district located in north eastern Tanzania with the aim of creating un—
derstanding on how practices and decisions taken by informal local governance
institutions affect the management of intra—ethnic conflicts. Systems Thinking
Theory (STT) was used to guide analysis of governance issues in the existing
intra—ethnic conflicts among Kuria. Ethnographic research design guided by quali—
tative research approach was deployed to collect information. The data collected
were subjected to content analysis to form themes and sub-themes of the stud-
y. The study findings revealed that Kuria’s informal local governance institutions
have both negative and positive influences towards intra-ethnic conflicts in the
sense that they had potentials to trigger conflicts and they can also play a signifi—
cant role in the management of intra-ethnic conflicts. The study further indicated
that Kuria communities [clans] in the Tarime district, share common informal
governance institutions which form part of their culture and history and thus
they are in the best position to apply informal approaches to manage conflicts in
the area despite their limitations. However, despite such strengths of informal
local governance institutions in the management of intra-ethnic conflicts, their
potentials were not fully harnessed in the Tarime peacemaking process. The stud—
y recommends the establishment of initiatives targeting recognition and the inclu—
sion of informal local governance institutions in the management of intra-ethnic
conflicts among Kuria of Tarime.

Keywords: Conflict Management; Intra-ethnic Conflict; Informal Gov-

ernance Institutions

Government Intervention and the Rising of Cash Crop

Production in Colonial Africa

Li Pengtao, Wang Meng / 55

Abstract: European colonizers sought to facilitate cash crop production in
African colonies. However, the rising of cash crop production in the African
colonies were not the result of colonial policies, but depended on whether this

cash crop production was suitable to local interest or not. In African peasants—



