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Perspectives on China-Africa digital innovation partnership for

post-pandemic recovery and inclusive development in Africa

AR R R R E

EEENATIENNEFE ST R

Osidipe Adekunle

Institute of African Studies, Zhejiang Normal University

At a recently held China-Africa Internet Development and Cooperation Forum,
China's Assistant Foreign Minister, Deng Li laid bare China's proposal for the China-
Africa Partnership Plan on Digital Innovation, which covers a wide range of areas
previously highlighted by the Chinese president, Xi Jinping at the Extraordinary
China-Africa Summit on Solidarity Against COVID-19 in 2020 where he stressed that
China will explore broader cooperation with Africa in such new business forms as

digital economy, smart city, and 5G.

This year's forum is akin to a follow up on the pronouncement of the Chinese
leader last year and a demonstration of the significance the Chinese side places on the

proposed areas of cooperation with Africa.

It is important to note that the follow-up proposal clearly identified six key areas
of cooperation with Africa on digital innovation which if properly implemented and

harnessed will have tremendous impact on promoting the pace of development in



Africa as well as in China.

The six core partnership areas highlighted in the proposal include the
strengthening of digital infrastructure to unclog the information artery which provide
lifeblood to economic and social development, growing digital economy to promote
integrated development of digital technologies and the real economy, promoting
digital education to overcome the “talent bottleneck”that constrains digital innovation,
promoting digital inclusiveness to benefit the wider African public, jointly upholding
digital security and enhancing digital governance capacity and building cooperation

platforms to promote digital progress through exchanges.

Under the proposed partnership, the area of strengthening digital infrastructure
connectivity will see China sharing its digital technologies with Africa to promote
digital infrastructure connectivity that will see Chinese enterprises working with their
African partners to participate in digital infrastructure projects like fiber optic
backbone networks, cross-border connectivity and new-generation mobile
communication networks. China will also help expand Internet access in Africa's

remote areas to connect the last mile of the information network.

In the area of growing the digital economy, China has expressed its commitment
to support Africa in raising the level of digitization in the public and corporate sectors
and promoting industrialization by applying new technologies such as cloud
computing, artificial intelligence, the Internet of Things and mobile payment. Under
this platform, China will strengthen e-commerce cooperation with Africa to bring
more quality African products into the Chinese market, and leverage cross-border e-

commerce to speed up the integration of Africa's information and industrial chains.

The promotion of digital education to overcome constraints to having the
requisite manpower for driving the digital innovation project, there is a firm assurance
from the Chinese to implement knowledge exchange and digital skills development

programme such as the “Talented Young Scientist Program”, the“Cirrus Innovative



Talent Exchange Program”and other initiatives to step up China-Africa cooperation
on distance education and provide further support for Africa in training young talents
in digital-related fields. Aside from this, China has made commitment to also
encourage Chinese enterprises engage in enhancing exchanges and cooperation with

Africa's digital innovation professionals.

The digital innovation partnership will see China providing support to African
countries in applying digital technologies in such crucial areas as transportation,
medical care, finance and others, building“smart cities”, and leveraging digital
technologies to strengthen good governance and effective management and control of
the public health concerns like COVID-19. This will see Chinese enterprises, along
with their African counterparts, participating in the development of Africa's public
service platforms such as e-government networks and e-payment and digital currency

services.

A significant aspect of the digital innovation partnership is the issue of cyber
security. The proposed partnership will see joint participation of China and
participating African countries on jointly building a Community With a Shared Future
in Cyberspace and the Global Initiative on Data Security. This will include the
strengthening of dialogue on both sides in the areas of cybersecurity, emergency
response and Internet-related legislation to shape an open, fair and non-discriminatory
environment for digital development, and the exploration as well as formulation of

global rules on digital governance.

Last but not the least is the expression of China's readiness to explore, along with
African countries, the establishment of a high-level dialogue platform on China-
Africa digital cooperation and strengthen communication and exchanges with African
governments and organizations while efforts will be intensified in hosting activities
that promote knowledge exchanges among Chinese and African young scientists as
well as the continued support for the building of the China-Africa Innovation

Cooperation Center.



In line with the proposal, the Chinese government expressed its resolve to see to
the success of the proposed partnership and the first step in that direction will be made
manifest as several fiber optic backbone network projects will soon be implemented
across Africa with the support of China. Also, the*“African Products Online Promotion
Season”and China-Africa BDS Cooperation Forum will be held in succession this
month while the legal framework for the digital cooperation initiative to be launched
soon will be included in the forthcoming Forum of China Africa Cooperation

(FOCAC) meeting.

Laudable as the proposed partnership may look, it is important to emphasize the
need for African countries to take the bull by the horns by giving the partnership all
that it takes in terms of government support and promotion of private sector

participation to make the partnership a success story for both China and Africa.

It is a common knowledge that African countries in different local and
international fora have been asking for technology transfer from more technologically
advanced countries; however, technology transfer does not answer to political
pronouncements or just demanding for it, technology transfer entails that the
beneficiary country has the requisite human capital to receive and implement the
technology to be transferred. Also, the possession of a technologically skilled human
capital has become a crucial indicator of a country's competitiveness in the global

value chain and a determining factor in attracting foreign direct investment (FDI).

China has set the ball rolling for the proposed partnership by highlighting the
areas of proposed partnership. The ball is now in the court of African countries to
decide on when and how their nations will take advantage of the opportunities in the
partnership to the benefits of their citizens by providing the right environment to

successfully implement this proposed partnership.
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(JRR%: African Union Suspends Guinea After Coup)

FR: HFEIR (NATION) , Z#befi]: 9 /10 H

1E#: Kemo Cham, #/Z5#F JEHK

JR X #£4#: https://nation.africa/kenya/news/africa/african-union-suspends-
guinea-after-coup-3545602

2021 4F 9 A 5 H, JUNWALFEFEL, FIirabl JTEA CAFREL ., #
USRI 58k, TR /R « FL3i(Alpha Conde) CZEHHRT, FEIE 4736
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PR, M NE R T RMAETGE S, B AT EE SORH R
ARG N2 B, FICBEILE ST - 4P ( George Weah ) B Xf
“PERBIEZEHT H N AR I X HE A H S TP 2 R R X
AR e, — RN LT ZEPT AU P AR A% R TR 2



IEMENMEE R

JINTEBIFR S AKIEREY. “RIERZEBUN
(JEf: Guinea Junta Leader Promises 'Government of National Union' )
FK: #FEH (allafrica.com) , H#rfi]: 9 F6 A

1EZ#: James Butty, KB F I IFK
JR X #£4: https://allafrica.com/stories/202109070047.html|
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TP R ZEMR WA (XS AP HIBO
(JR&: Sudan Calls on Ethiopia to Stop Hostile Attitude in Dealing with Sudan)
KK FFBAEE (SUNA)D , HrbatlE]: 9 A4 A

FRAFAFiE B HRAK
JR S #£7%: https://suna-sd.net/read?id=721846
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( Tigray People’ s Liberation Front, TPLF, DL TEFREEANE ) BT FHI$E
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(JR&:. Concerns on civilian safety fuel Somalia’s stance on Amisom)

F&: R#IR (nation.africa) , H#ef/]: 9 45 H

1E#: Aggrey Mutambo & Abdulkadir Khalif, # Z M # B @K
JR X #£4#: https://nation.africa/kenya/news/africa/concerns-on-civilian-safety- 1'-1 %
fuel-somalia-s-stance-on-amisom-3538360
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(=@ President Sisi Inspects Alexandria Port - Egyptian state to develop ports with its

own funds, still welcomes investors: President Sisi)

FR: REEZHFEHM (Egypt Daily News) , Z#:if/E: 9 47 H
£ : Amr Qandil Ahram, [#1E#F EBHK

MR 42 http://www.egyptdailynews.com/detail/president-sisi-inspects-
alexandria-port--egyptian-state-to-develop-ports-with-its-own-funds-still-
welcomes-investors-president-sisi

PR S GR ) AL - k35 HE - JEP (Abdel Fattah E1-Sisi) 9 H 7 HiIZE T
ZIEFNE SR HE (Port of Alexandria ) , DA T A HRRIRE Y A R IE L. 8P4
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™

FEPUIR I, NWBIEIMERS, REBUFEH T —R58 0, SR
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(J&&: Sudan: Floods Cause 'Catastrophic Devastation' in Nile Valley)

R FHAREGFRAFHA (dabanga) , Hxat/E: 9 /8 A

1E#: ELJEBELEIN /ATBARA, [EHi¥ FHNAK

MR X 4 https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/floods-cause-
catastrophic-devastation-in-sudan-s-nile-valley

718 B )1 (White Nile state) BURF FREEKTE LGSR T “IEIERIR” , H
AFARIIG, S HBUT EHTIRAT S AR AR . Je 2B T B AR I A
(Atbara) HZAS ] 7 HIFEG LK, EITHEMK, ££H 8 2T HIRRA IR X (E]
Jebelein), Z974 53 PR 1800 21~ E (Tl 15000 A ) 32 E|BEIK M

LA Tt N SRAER S B ST

1E9 7 7 HyHrE, /R ARt 5 AR/ - FOFIZE - BiTidZK (El
Waleed Amer) AN AE (Jouda) DIEE “RMEVERT, HH M ATERETEH" .
TR, TERIKIXARETES, I 53 AR AR E & S T A, 2
FABEACR AU A X LR, B SECK A ER s, 7H
&2, BN IR H Gk R %

75 P+ B 77 18 7 4t (Official Sudan News Agency) & A [ 75 F+ 7k 2= 234 =25
(Sudan’ s Autumn Emergency Room)&: HlRAHK, H BT IEAEHE G HIAZ FH LA
NG = MBI, A 32 3% B 2= 51 4 (the Humanitarian Aid Commission) 7
AN, BT HWZE, P18 MIHPAE 13 DMINZ_ IR, £ 5 8.8

T3 N o MR AR EIE AN 7K ¥ 538 (the Ministry of Irrigation and Water Resources) H%{
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i, -+ (Khartoum) . 3 - 25 (Ed Dein)fl B i (Shendi)Hh X [ JE. B Vi A o7

2k, EHRSE O RIX O . RAIRIK, AR RHFEEER

JERREYY: HEFIEHX a3

(& Reinforcing Multifaceted Transformation in Remote Areas)

FR: B4 E (.43 (shabait.com), Z#:afiE]: 9 4 8 H
1E#: Kesete Ghebrehiwet, /417 /%% B L#HK

JR X #£4 : https://shabait.com/2021/09/08/reinforcing-multifaceted-
transformation-in-remote-areas/

B 4R T I X ( Agumayt administrative area ) v T8 37 43 BNV (130 it b
X, ZF/RyE UM X (Kerkebet sub-zone ) NJEHI-GAMTEIX 2 —, Fi4RI4H:
T A (Harareb ) , PHHEETNSF, ZRABVEHIAT (Lokayb ) , AbAFFTHEEFTEIX
( Akayde ) . Fa/RuE DAL ( Kerkebet dam ) k5, 5o/ R AR X SR HL

HUR AR RES (LI IR THIX ZA2 2 . BRI T K& A SRR ST

WA BGRIR A v A A B X N BB B A e 20T . AR
BT, (HRH TR L ERIRAE], JUea R ANF. Bk, il
RSN T MR E R, 25 St s TR AR A E AL,
DUIE D IERL A B N30 VAR, I 2 =4 P e TR A Y
AE MRSt Tt E R A R,
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(R Kenya: 400,000 Face Starvation At the Coast)

FE: RrEH K (DAILYNATION) , Z#afE]: 9 /6 H

1£#: Stephen Oduor&Anthony Kitimo, E :L#7# 305K

JR X 44 https://nation.africa/kenya/counties/kilifi/400-000-face-starvation-
at-the-coast-3538914

HRWHFEER, ARERE., JbaAEE-mX H A EEiE SRR, FAHEIE
(Kilifi) . 5% (Kwale) . 3497 ( Tana River ) 472 (Lamu) %5 23 /M
O BURFI LG, WRHIXA 40 207 NAHEW, WHIX AN EFE
POA-BFRER ST RIS RS2 iEdE, 15X R IEE R
MAEIRE , HUGRSH)  SB9TmaE ., B3 CAZESTR, RARI
Ko, BHKEITIR. HERIEARKT 9 A 7 HEHFSW, shefis
JEW NS YU A BN B35 - B e (Peter Munya ) %, I
INPRHE [ 5 R AT S M P22 542 (NDICC ) #H —TtRl . [EZE T
ORI NN SEAE TR AR & TR I R T, e e AR R AT N 2 43
%o

LT

HIEWH R4l A SR - B (Hassan Musa ) R, fEZEHIEEZ]
H 145 FANLSFTFATNEY, S8 13 A, B E 18 A, BB 217
ANWHE G FEEERHN . EEEFEE, —HEALHYVEmT:, ZXN A%
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H - W H#) ( Teddy Mwambire ) FERFE A BB INTRF T3, kit f7
BERgT2iES/NUCSG) TR, HE—FERENE/AN, REWEZE, Nz
FHE R NN, REe2 i, fiBd 50% LI ERNZEERZ &), Y%

E RIS e VA KN
EBHREAR

[ 5T AT B R BE AR B S f) Ml - B215% (Abdi Musa ) 7, 2
2000 # 1% LU JLEEFRAN R . OB, TR, B4R B AR /N
KM, ILENTPEE @RS FHOKIE . ARCE TR, AT B R TRt

B, AHEA KA LRI R, SHOKIFERE IR T A AR B i, AR

RETM

FRAEG 232 B APOE RIS . MR NN T R 25 N4
EARELE T, TR LSRR AR Z ARMER R, O TR 20
SR X BAEFET LN KRR BT EEEIER, (UE R ER R
TR o B =Fi m 2SR - 48843 (William Nasongo ) &7, JHZK
AR IR, e fE R EAF = R D85, TR EER
PRAEHIIRINL, ST ST
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LA AR E Al WS =S
(=& Kenya to appeal to Supreme Court over constitutional reforms)
KR *#7t (Agence France-Press) , ZHbit/E]: 9 A 3 H

1E# : Editorial Staff, BL[aH4EF B ILHK
JR L #EHE: https://www.afp.com/news/africa/kenya-to-appeal-to-supreme-

court-over-constitutional-reforms/ar-AAO3NMp.

FRRIEUG 9 13 HER, HRo 65 M0 ) 5 Je i m vk Bt b
WF, WOEBNS BUR R SCE DT AT E T S E - B E ST (Uhuru
Kenyatta ) {ZESEIEMIEE 1. B R BUR A2 AR RIS AT 1Y I8 2550 51 % T ER

Fio

KIBEECTTRAGFR P52 TR]”  ( The Building Bridges Initiative )
BUNFTRIZ T 2B I R AT G TR S (i A5356 2 R 1 SR S B 34 &
e, MIMABITE5 R B R AERIIZE 5, T] o T SIRAE 2017 AR5 5 R 1 SE
WA ABET S, S (Uhuru Kenyatta ) St 2000 T RIFHRL « BLAERN
(Raila Odinga).Z [AIA SRR INFE HE (190 J7 SR E 2 H 12 3 S A TR
(R E A H AT SEIZ G2, PR AU 290 ASEINE] 360 A 1H
PN, CEEEPE I A R TR b G i 5 1 Bl I 3% 05 SRIX oL

S AT SRR

N B Bk T 5 HE0E, HETEEBUN 2010 FAGREAZEEIUELE
FoeAHER, HHERS (Uhuru Kenyatta ) A AN AJRE A AR BT ST IR AT
o HHEEBUM X —A gt s, H RFEEET 8 H 20 HEL— B AN
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NI Z BRI Tz _EIRIEBEPR, HER (Uhuru Kenyatta ) JoEUHZ)
XL, i X SRR ] RE AR P A S GO & A B AR — AR I R

WA BARTE ) o

FE9 H 3 HIAc i mikbef Lyv@dy, SHEREIN R 8 H 20 H
HIBRANIRL, R me B, FAIH T BstizsEahn) /Ul , s
X G R RIA AR

BRIEGERDE=ELER

(=& East Africa: Kenya Appoints Head of Liaison Office to Somaliland)

FR: HEEFIFAIR (The East African) , ZHuit/E: 9 H 7 H
1EZ%: Fred Oluoch, E L@ #ZHK

MR X #EHE: https://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/tea/news/east-africa/kenya-
liaison-office-somaliland-3541238

HIRWANMSHAE 9 H 2 HAYE @RS R, &RIMRY E 2 EIE/RE
[ (Hargeisa ) {6y T PUZ NS NG, BITRERAL EAEARAR - W ECFIFL ( Benson
Mwaliko ) . 428 A /R - FLAFHL ( Charles Wachira ) DL TG Gikg
72 - 343 ( Grace Musau ) F1% 4448 - JE 54 & ( Ronald Nyakweba ) . H/&

WX —2 5 AT gE e B3R BRI 51 ASHTaI M A S

R HZET 1991 EHITHREATM, (HESARGRERMESHKIN R

BRI [ 2 PR T L2 A T —if oy, REEIMIDHFEE, (EAE S
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AIEWEIRIEFESIBI R BEl, RYE=(EFETa ML, &
JEW /e PE AR S B =T AN E R Z —, Rk ARDOVEAZ S

R R ZH SRR KRRNERZ—,

2005 4 5 J1, R HEZEHERGARRE AR, BoJE AR H L
MR ERRIERE, Ao IR R E S RRAR S B =7, AL
AENFFHFHETEZ 9 RS, RS E RS L A e Seaeid

RS HEAHIA, HAARMN E A T LT .

2020 4F 7 H, R E RS D BORGA MR - BEERE (Junet
Mohamed ) FAHT A EFECTRIG « B ( George Muhoho ) ZREIIICER A LG
IR W T R S B 22 RS A ( Muuse Bihi Cabdi ) , FF3516 T HEINAGH 2
FERWAER D BRI FEGEFRT ., FRTINER, KOG 17
FHERTWNER S B2 TR, RE B0 DU R sE i ssAua i
NGRS Z 4R, DMk A= R,

R HZEE WS st AT - 85K (Bashe Omar ) X (ZRAEA
i) R, BIRWARSHEZEEFEE S, FOVSOT G E AR
B PMEsE S, IO ARG EIEHI AR . BEE F ST

%, PUTHIZR A SO B R RIS 2 58 .
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FAFF BB REAARE L FEHRE RS R
(=& South Sudan lawmaker says mass mobilization for uprising needs organizers)
KR FAFtE R (Sudan Tribune) , Z#04/E]: 9 H 7 H

FRAFAFIE FHBK
JR L #£F : https://sudantribune.com/spip.php?article70046

FA TN S PR - R - 48 - 455¢ (Atem Garang de Kuek ) 9 H 7
HEFIR, KU AR R BT I ka8 R, HLFR L (A4 B SEHL,
TR R EE SR ARRERL, (R PFE IR Z AT R R H5 R Al A2 ZH
HI59 2, R APHI IR BEAR AL o

R ER PR B IS, Pl 5 AP E DR E T T e, FROn A
AR 7 = AR OB, FR81128 1l e LR SRR R

N

F—, HTHHREN. BUARIEEM LAMNALE, PHESREELK

N

FREMA; B2, ZHAAEARRGR, SRR DR DL AT
WX E SRR RN =, g (R ) AL, MRy IRkl
AL . B EAEBOR AT EOE AL R T R L E ] B,
NARIRER TR s b RSz, filiTm e B amsil, 5. T
TERREL ., 78 % . Ethamfl . BOatUR S H A . XM HrEESEE L

SHAEFERIHIGER, TAE B EFRELS,

Pl RF AL , BRI AR SR S M R H UL S 28 %4, (H
(R CIRA R LRSI HTIGE S . B, 1964 A0 1985 R MU K EAERH

18


https://sudantribune.com/spip.php?article70046

IEMENMEE R

BERM AT XA L2 BT LA, 2RO AT B, AR
FABGREUR . PR AT, S ARERS SEGRTTEE R
R, WEEARR, HI6E | giBEMEs, BRERIEFENMmIE. M
JEtRH, M AR H O] B RS RER, BORFIF OGS S 1L
Wo  EBAGIIHFFRAE AN ZRZAHEI T, Ar]RERZhBA TR AR
o FATE—NLBHY FREEAHIAES . FATAAIA BB AT R4 7
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BRiiits
W52 FE 2 P SRR RO T R ETE 8

kIt =. XEE, HUIImSERFIRMIARE

AXKLET (X #F/4)

FEF#EFE: http://ias.zinu.edu.cn/2021/0129/c6143a349953/page.htm

P R R N EE E TN TS R R AR IE R AN AL, X
THVFIMTERAE R R REE . B2 LR A AR EE — P 5
AMIEZR R, Wi SRR EE . WX gz 1-6 400
SRR, TR ETE Gead g 22 B Py S TR U SR B R A
PR, BT BeEEHEhE L CBEILT R E R E, A
SR EPUSRIE 5 o W22 Iy SRR il G 1 PE T SCAE I D SO, AR SCAK
HIf RS T RO R ETE R . s So s, R ASCgin et
THRRNRES, (HEATR T IR ST,
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