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perspective and on the basis of reviewing the representative studies in anthropol-
ogy and historiography, this paper examines how the fragmented social control
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), formed during the pre-co-
lonial period and substantially expanded and solidified during the colonial peri-
od, shaped and constrained the state building trajectory of DR C after the latter’s
independence. This article concludes that state building does not take place in
vacuum and it tends to be shaped by specific historical experiences of a given
country. The findings of this article echo the “historical” turn in social science
studies in recent years.

Keywords: Democratic Republic of the Congo; “State in Society” ; Co-
lonial Rule; Social Control; Chiefs
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Abstract; Since independence, African countries have gone through more
than 60 years in the exploration of constitutional and legal systems. During this
period, the constitutional and legal systems of African countries have experi-
enced four periods including imitation, reform, transformation, and reshaping,
each with corresponding institutional changes. In this process, African countries
have basically realized the construction of citizens’ constitutional rights, the con-
struction and distribution of power, and the appropriate restriction of administra-
tive power. African countries have made great progress in constitutional democ-
racy, but there are still some prominent problems. The causes for these prob-
lems include the decisive role of economic development, changes in domestic
political forces, the development of social group forces, and excessive external
interference, etc. African countries will continue to firmly follow the path of
democracy, so the exploration of the model of public participation in the consti-
tutional process, diversified constitutional management, the reform of the consti-
tutional court and branches, and the improvement of the government system
and electoral system will be the focus of reform in the future.

Keywords: African Country; Constitution; Election



