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sity

Chen Zhimin, Professor, School of International Studies, Fudan U-
niversity

Abstract: A multi-level framework of China as an actor in Africa is e-
merging when its provinces are more and more involving in this continent
within recent years. This article will analyze the role of China’s provinces
as sub-national actors in China’s foreign policies toward Africa; mean-
while, it will explore the function of provinces’ relations with African
countries in fields of trade, building, investment, foreign aid and diplo-
matic communication, etc. Moreover, it will also analyze how China as
well as Africa to adapt to the multi-level framework of China in Africa in

future.

The increasingly rising China-Africa relations

Ian Taylor, Professor, University of St. Andrews, Visiting Scholar
and Honorary Professor of Institute of African Studies, Zhejiang
Normal University

Abstract: The expansion of Chinese political and corporate interests
into Africa is arguably the most important development for the continent
since the end of the Cold War. Official trade figures alone bear testimony
to the exponential speed by which the Chinese presence in Africa has
grown in recent times. China is now Africa’s second largest bilateral
trading partner, behind the United States but ahead of both France and
the United Kingdom, despite the latter two’s historic and longstanding
relations with the continent. This paper seeks to place China’s role in Afri-
ca into its historical context as well as examine the political and economic
implications for Africa of an increase in the Chinese presence on the conti-

nent.

Africa-China Relations: Strengthening Symmetry with Soft Power
Adams Bodomo, Associate professor, Hongkong University

Abstract: Africa-China relations have gained world-wide attention
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and constitute the topic of much academic and diplomatic discourse. Two
important issues within this topic are whether the relationship between the
two parts of the world is symmetrical or asymmetrical and the exact role
of soft power in this constellation. This paper takes positions in the argu-
ments and proposes that prominent economies on the African continent
such as South Africa, Egypt, and Nigeria have an important role to play
in ensuring a symmetrical relationship in which Africa can also take part in
a symmetrical cultural diplomacy with China, such as in the setting up of

African Cultural Institutes in China.

Striving for Development in Crisis; African Situation in 2009 in Retro-
spect A

He Wenping, Professor, Institute of West Asian and African Stud-
ies, the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences '

Abstract: Similar with the years in the past, African political and se-
curity situation in general remained stable in 2009, but the security situa-
tion in some regions became worse than before. And in some countries,
there were even some large scale political chaos happening. The negative
impact of the international financial crisis on Africa’s politics and economy
has begun to present, Africa’s economic growth rate has been dropping
down dramatically. Nevertheless, African countries unite more closely and
push forward the regional integration to cope with the challenges and im-
pacfs of the financial crisis and climate change. International society con-
tinues to focus on Africa. The visits to Africa given by US President
Barack Obama and Secr’etary of the Sate Hillary Clinton respectively clear-
ly showed that the United States has strengthened its new presence and
strategy in Africa. Even though also facing the impact of the findncial cri-
sis, Sino-Africa relations keep moving forward in adversity. The New
Eight measures for strengthening Sino-Africa relations had been put for-
ward at the fourth Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) late in
2009. It is likely to see a “better and faster” (not only “faster and better”

in the past and present) Sino-Africa relations in the future.



