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FOCAL TOPIC.
Area Studies in China. History, Theory, and Methods

The Thought History of American Area Studies

during the Founding Period -iiiveiviivveies. Niuw Ke (9 )
In the decade from 1943 through 1953, the Social Science Research
Council led the founding movement of area studies in the United
States. This movement was not only to address the problem of the
shortage of expertise about the world, but also to realize an overall
transformation of American social sciences amid concerns and
reflections about American culture and public intellectual life.
American areas studies took “interdisciplinarity” and “ global
coverage” as its core tenet and goal, which was expected to
transform American social sciences and to deepen and expand the
present state of academic professionalization. The “cross-cultural

“

understanding” and “cultural relativism,” as advocated by the
movement, constituted a major self-conscious endeavor by
American social scientists and intellectual elites to countervail

American ethnocentrism and Western cultural parochialism.

The Evolution of “African Studies” and Its
China Approach e Liu Hongwu (41)

With the African continent as its research subject, “ African
studies” is an integrated and cross-domain discipline that explores
the historical processes of African civilization as well as its
contemporary political economy and social development. After the
mid-19th century, African studies in the West had gradually
become a relatively independent discipline in the humanities and
social sciences in colleges and universities. Contemporary African
studies in China originated in the mid-20th century due to the
necessity of dealing with Africa after the establishment of the
People’s Republic of China, and facing the rapid development of



Sino-African interaction and co-operation, it made headway as a
result of widespread knowledge demand against the background of
growing challenges. At present, the core task and fundamental
approach for the development of China’s African studies is to build
on the foundation of Chinese academic tradition, to deeply observe
and comprehensively grasp the national practices of Sino-African
developmental cooperation, to construct original theoretical and
discourse system which can expound, explain and guide those
national practices, to make incessant efforts in some basic domains
in terms of disciplinary construction, and to ultimately build a
“China African Studies” with Chinese academic character as well as

integrated Chinese and foreign characteristics.

Studies of the European Union Politics:
Perspective of the History of
Political Theories «oeeveeeeeveeneennvcvveeneee. Zhao Chen (64)

From the perspective of the history of political theories, the center
of gravity of Western studies of European Union (EU) politics
gradually shifted from the United States to Western Europe after
the 1990s. Meanwhile, the core topic also switched from explaining
the EU integration, to analyzing the EU’s governance
characteristics, and eventually to the phase of constructing the
EU. In China, the preliminary stage of the study of EU politics is
to generally track down Europe’s integration, and the second stage
is to make the studies more social scientific by introducing Western
EU political theories. The final stage is a pragmatically oriented
comprehensive and in-depth research phase. The European
academia’s own theoretical explication of the EU’s political
integration has gradually matured and ultimately become the
mainstream political theoretical framework about the EU through
continuous communication with the American academia. In light of
the European experience, China’s current approach of the studies
of EU politics is promising, but at the current stage sufficient

innovation in the domain of theories of EU politics still lacks.



