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@ Serge Michel et Michel Beuret, La Chinafrique, Paris Hachette, 2009, p.53.
® “Ce que la Chine sera demain,” La revue, No. 16, October 2011.

® Read Pierre Péan, Carnages, les guerres secrétes des grandes puissances en Afrique, Paris
Fayard, 2010, pp.479 —490.
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@ Pierre Péan, Carnages, les guerres secrétes des grandes puissances en Afrique, Paris; Fa-
yard, 2010, p.485.

® The Chinese Consulate in San Francisco is located on the 3rd floor of the Hilton Hotel, in
the heart of Chinatown.

@ On the 19th of August 2011, the Vice President of the United States, Joe Biden declared to
Xi Jinping that “China is not a threat” (cf La revue No.16, October 2011, p.14) .Se why must
China be a threat to Africa? Do Africans know that America’s debt is the hands of the Chinese.

@ To illustrate our point, mention should be made of the unfortunate case of the Economic
and Monetary Community of Central Africa States ( CEMAC) where decisions are taken at summit

meetings without the approval of grassroots.
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@ The US is the third most populated country in the world after China with its 1 billion 341
million inhabitants and India with 1 billion 171 million inhabitants. The US is followed by Indonesia
with 243 million inhabitants and Brazil with 191 million inhabitants.
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@ I Lief, Philosophie de I’ éducation, Paris Delagrave, 1970, p.158.
® La revue No.16, October 2012, p. 35.
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however with more prominent challenges. At this stage, exchanges between
Chinese and African think tanks are becoming ever more important. CATTFI
acknowledges that China and Africa have two of the world’s greatest civiliza-
tions, boasting long history and rich cultural heritage. The ideological and
academic community of the two sides will have to make joint efforts to con-
duct more dialogues to enhance South-South, South-North and East-West
consensus so that we can live together in a harmonious, peaceful and se-
cure world .

Key words; China and Africa; Development and Cooperation; Transi-

tion of Identity; Global system

Interpersonal and Cultural Exchanges between Chinese and Afri-
can Peoples in the Consolidation, and the Role of the CATIF Experts
Forum in this Process

Charles Ateba Eyene, Freelance scholar, clubethique @ yahoo. fr

Abstract; After several decades of feudalism and withdrawal, China
decided to open up to the rest of the world. In China’s expansion policy,
Africa is considered a prized destination. As the world’s second economic
power, China inevitably needs a market for its products and Africa’s abun-
dant raw material for its industries. Some western critics of “Chinafrica” are
ironically of the opinion that “China has found its Far West in Africa ”
China’s presence is disturbing to western countries and is also a source of
worry to Africans. Whatever the case, it poses the problem of organization of
Africa’s social, political, economic and cultural environment what with the
presence of China and the functioning system of this new major actor within
global geopolitics. The aim of this paper is to propose recipes that may help
create more harmonious relations between Chinese and African communities,
as well as better cohabitation conditions for these two communities that are
bound to exchange and share within a common environment. Qur proposals
are centered on; 1) culture and 2) sports. To that end, we will highlight
the role of CATIF ( China Africa Think Tanks Forum) in this new drive
that will help consolidate China’s breakthrough in Africa. In this light, it
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can really be said that China revealed Africa and its potentials. In its coop-
eration formula, China has always tackled and continues to tackle Africa’s
problems head on. China’s rapid transformation has equally helped in reassu-
ring Africans that their respective countries can also change economic status
like China has been able to do just within 30 years. For a long time, the
Chinese are regarded as invaders, handymen, xenophobes, violent people,
in a nutshell a threat. All these prejudices led to the development of caution
among Africans, an attitude that obviously hinders one from making the
most of what the other has to offer. Far from being a threat to Africa, Chi-
na is rather bearer of values that should inspire leaders of the black conti-
nent. In 2012, the Chinese people will have a new president in the person
of Xi Jinping. With such a set up, we are far from scenes of African witch-
craft depicting political alternation in countries where mercenaries and ill-
prepared individuals, with the help of the so-called “international” commu-
nity, take over control of countries and torment the people. In 2011, almost
all of Europe is facing economic and development crisis. All these European
countries depend on China for survival. Africa should also seize the opportu-
nity offered by China. Chinese people love luxury and are struggling to set
up a green economy. They can, consequently, be ideal partners for the ac-
complishment of our ambitions in that domain. Cameroon and Chinese cultur-
al centers can be used to increase the number of traditional shows aimed at
presenting and popularizing the cultures of both the Chinese and Cameroon-
ian peoples. Football encounters which are a social phenomenon in almost all
African countries can lead to an infinite number of friendly meetings aimed
at bringing Chinese and Cameroonian communities closer. CATIF should
therefore demonstrate its talents as the driving force behind this new impe-
tus. It should, through publications, participatory seminars and televised de-
bates, explain those ideas conceived and propounded within this cultural re-
newal between African and Chinese peoples. People should be made to un-
derstand that what we need now is rapprochement and group dynamics
where mediation and consensus are the way out, and not isolation.

The best pedagogy as far as intensification of Sino-African cooperation
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and cohabitation between two communities are concerned is to strengthen
and use the cultural bedrock. The working group set up to reflect on cooper-
ation between China and Africa provides each and everyone with the ‘oppor-
tunity to contribute their quota to the development of cooperation. To do bet-
ter, China needs to feel this gap by analyzing the content of what it in-
tends to do and how it intends to live in Africa with Africans. What is hap-
pening is innovative and should be encouraged. The good performances of
our economies do not depend on “francafrique” or any other thing, but on
the vision that Africans themselves have of their respective countries and
what they want to make of them. The bridge of Sino-African friendship is
being built on equality, mutual trust and, most especially, memories of the
past. It should be recalled that China supported African countries in their
independence struggles. It is incumbent on us as African elite to admire and
copy China’s efficient economic emergence. We are among those who think
that Chinese aid helps African countries to at least rid themselves marginally
of the yoke of International Monetary Fund and World Bank programs. The
historic duty of participants at the 1st African Experts Forum on China-Afri-
ca cooperation is to get Chinese and Africa peoples to accept and partici-
pate in this salutary approach aimed at neutralizing Western imperialist de-
signs in Africa. The issue, however, is for African countries to move from
misery to development.

Key words: China-Africa relations; people’s exchange; interpersonal

and cultural cooperationa; the role of Tanks

Excluding outside intervenes and persisting development with own-
ership: the key of African peace and development

Yang Lihua, Professor at the Institute of West-Asian and African
Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences.

Abstract: In 21" century, international power structure is experiencing
significant change. African countries are uniting each other to find a peaceful
development road, and have achieved positive progress in political govern-

ance, regional economic cooperation and collective security. However, Afri-



