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Ethnic Minority Problems and Policies in Nigeria

Jiang Jun, Associate Professor of Institute of African Studies, Zhe-
jiang Normal University.

Abstract; The ethnic minorities of Nigeria were products of national
building. They subject to structural discrimination because of their peripheral
status in the country. This has become continuous rebel forces of ethnic mi-
norities while they upheld own rights, which on the contrary to act on the
nation-state construction. To prevent the discrepancies among ethnic groups
from outstanding and to shorten the rift among them, Nigeria intended to
become one of the federal system states. At first, Nigeria employed the “re-

“

gion” category, and then adopted the “state” category, so as to replace
the already existed ethnic categories with the regional space. Because of the
vague alternative category, people was only concerned about the differences
between the groups, and didn’t explicitly point out what the relevant group
was; the redistribution was conducted according to the geographical condi-
tion, the size of the population and the economic development level. Thus,
the alternative category allowed any one, meeting the certain demands of e-
conomic development level and the population size etc. , to receive a favor-
able treatment, without minding whether a group was suffering from structur-
al discrimination, and whether a group was being marginalized. With
hundreds of domestic nationalities, the situation in Nigeria was extremely
complex, and being far from effective, the alternative policy failed to meet
people’s demands of the equality of nationalities and the fair redistribution.

Key Words: Nigeria; ethnic minority problems; ethnic policies
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