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was gradually carried out after the founding of the People’s Republic of Chi-
na. The study of African geography in China has gradually shifted from the intro-
duction of physical geography to the study of cultural geography. It has strength-
ened research on agriculture, mineral, oil and gas resources, urbanization and
the tourism industry, and obtained a series of achievements. However, the study
of African geography is also faced with some shortcomings, such as low atten-
tion, lack of Chinese characteristics and too much attention to practical prob-
lems. In the future, under the guidance of the principle of “African emotion,
Chinese characteristic and global vision” , strengthening field research in Africa
should be the breakthrough point of China’s African geography research, and also
bring new opportunities for the vision expansion and discipline reform of China’s
geography.

Keywords: African Geography; Physical Geography; Cultural Geogra-
phy; Economic Geography; China-Africa Cooperation

Promoting High-quality Development of Belt and Road Initiatives
and the Construction of African Continental Free Trade Area

Xiao Jin, Xu Wei, Li Xuedong and Zhang Qiaowen / 268

Abstract; Forum on China-Africa Cooperation has made great contribu-
tions to China-Africa cooperation over the last 20 years. China-Africa coopera-
tion has expanded comprehensively, including politics, economy, culture and
etc. . China-Africa relations have also been upgraded from a new type of strategic
partnership to a comprehensive strategic partnership, and the practical coopera-
tion between China and Africa in various fields has been deepened. While COV-
ID —19 has brought great challenges and opportunities to Chin-Africa coopera-
tion. In order to strengthen the high-quality development of BRI and the con-
struction of the African Continental Free Trade Area, promoting cooperation
between think tanks, building a coherent institution of BRI, BRICS and other
international cooperation mechanism, innovating operational modality for enter-
prises, accelerating the industrial structural transformation are needed.

Keywords; Belt and Road Initiatives; The African Continental Free Trade
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China-Kenya Cultural Synthesis: A Perspective of Sustainability
of Belt and Road Initiative

Okech Christopher Oduor / 278

Abstract; Synthesizing cultures to determine dominant traits and their
comparison between countries on impact of joint economic venture has elicited
less interest. The Paper aimed to trigger theoretical discourse on cultural synthesis
comparing China and Kenya relating dominant cultural traits to sustainability of
Belt and Road Initiative. Among other cultural dimension measurements, Ho-
fstede’s model was considered more favourable lest globalization, religion, long
term orientation and indulgence cultural parameters that were missing on the
Kenyan context. Resultant cultural synthesis depicts that Chinese and Kenyan
cultures are diverse in power distance and uncertainty avoidance but similar un-
der individualism, masculinity hence the cultural link to sustainability of BRI is
problematic, however this would be unlocked by ongoing China support to
Kenya in mitigating COVID —19 pandemic and setting up of a Kenya culture
centre in China with the similar style of the Confucius institutes in Kenya.

Keywords: Culture; Diversity; Exchange; Synthesis; “Belt and Road”

Initiative



