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Summary 5

Abstract; The analysis on 82 alliances in Africa from 1946 to 1990
shows that the characters of international politics in Africa, namely the u-
niversal existence of weak states and powers, the vulnerable interdepend-
ence among neighboring countries, are the critical factors which lead to
the differences between alliance politics in Africa and the expectations of
mainstream alliance theory (i.e., Realism) . These differences include
the main reasons for the formation of alliances in Africa are not the balan-
cing to the given security dilemma within the area, but the prevention to
the security competition and domestic security threats; the main reasons
for the collapse of alliances in Africa are not the disappears of external
threats or the restorations of balance of power, but the instability of
allies’ domestic politics, territorial disputes among partners and the temp-
tation of a few allies to dominate other partners.

Keywords: Africa; Formation of alliance; Collapse of alliance;

1946-1990

Russian Back to Africa; Reason and Demand

Vladimir Shubin, Professor, Institute of Contemporary Asia and Af-
rica, Russian State Humanities University

Abstract: As recent Presidential visits demonstrate, Russia is pla-
cing increasing priority on relations with African countries. However, this
should not be viewed as a new phenomenon, positive relations between
Moscow and many African countries date back several decades. An impor-
tant challenge for these relationships is to improve economic trade links to
match the recent increase in political interaction. Several common economic
interests exist between Russia and certain African countries, and thus the
development of these should be a priority for Russia’s foreign policy, in
order to consolidate these relationships.

Key words: Russia; African countries; Re-entry; Cooperation

The Role and Challenges of Christianity in Contemporary Africa
Ma Enyu, Doctor, Institute of African Studies, Zhejiang Normal U-
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niversity

Abstract: Since the second half of the 20* century, Christianity has
widely spread and developed in Africa, growing faster than on other con-
tinents. African Christianity occupies a strategic position in the global
Christianity system. However, while rapidly developed in contemporary
Africa, Christianity has encountered great challenges. In the context of
globalization, it faces not only challenges from global conflicts between
religions and culture, but dilemmas such as theology building, sense of i-
dentity and social interaction. Indigenization and evolution of Christianity
is also an important aspect of local culture construction, state and nation-
al consciousness for emerging independent countries of Africa. It is worthy
to analyse whether Christianity can shoulder a mission of building Africa’s
civilization and shaping its endogenous culture.

Key words: Africa Christianity; Indigenization; Clash of Civiliza-

tion; Independent Church

Oral Literature Tradition and African Tribal Culture’ Research

Xia Yan, Doctor, African Studies Center, Institute of International
Relations, Yunnan University

Abstract: For those with a rich and colorful oral language of African
ancient tribal speaking, in a long time, oral literature left their distant
footprints and precious echo. The tribe’s history, tradition, society, cus-
toms etc mainly in Africa oral literature got records and lineages. Those
tribes legend, historical stories and proverb maxim was once the primitive
African tribal initiation teacher, until today still give African nation pro-
vides advice about life and spirit of nutrition. Inspects African literature
must recognize the characteristics of oral literary tradition, it is the foun-
dation of knowledge and African national carrier, is Africa groups of his-
tory and memory, including atavism legend life wisdom and cultural im-
plication.

Key words: Oral Literature; African Nation; Tribal Culture; Ata-

vism Legend



