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p. 366.
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Influencing of Contemporary South African Criminal Law by Af-

rican Traditional Culture

Guo Jiong, Yi Kexin / 107

Abstract; African traditional culture is a spiritual and cultural wealth crea-
ted and passed down by various ethnic groups in Africa over thousands of years.
Its principles of punishment and rules of criminal law exhibit a unique charm and
play a fundamental role in maintaining the social structure and order of traditional
African societies. In the 1990s, against the backdrop of promoting national unity
and reconciliation, the abolition of the death penalty by invoking the concept of
Ubuntu and the recognition of customary law as a source of criminal law in the
constitution marked the resurgence of African traditional culture in South African
criminal law and began influencing the law that had been damaged by colonial
rule and racial segregation. For more than 30 years, South Africa has been using
the principles of Ubuntu and customary law in African traditional culture as a
foundation to promote the localization of South African criminal law as well as
create significant impact on the system of punishment and criminal offenses in
contemporary criminal law.

Keywords: African Traditional Culture; South African Criminal Law;

Ubuntu; Customary Criminal Law

Cattle Culture of Karamoja and Its Aberrance;: A View of Un-
derstanding Conflicts of Africa

Wang Tao, Li Haozhe / 125
Abstract; The Karamoja’s cattle-centric activities developed a unique cat-

tle culture. In the political life of the Karamoja people, whether it is to obtain

power, exercise power, or transfer power, cattle are requisite. It is even regar-
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ded as a necessary condition for the political system to functional smoothly. The
traditional cattle culture of the Karamoja people changed with the British colonial
conquest and the introduction of the market economy. In the new era, al-
though cattle are still important to the tribe, the past cattle grazing model began
to shift to the cattle plundering model, which became the connotation of ethnic
conflict. The cattle-raiding activities of the Nilote ethnic groups, typical of the
Karamoja people, constitute the economic reasons for ethnic conflicts in East
Africa and Northeast Africa. This helps to transcend the tribalism paradigm that
explains ethnic conflicts.

Keywords: Karamoja; Cattle Culture; Wealth; Cultural Totem; Cat-
tle Raid

Multidimensional Space Wanderings and Its Political, Cultural
Metaphors in Season of Anomy

Gao Wenhut / 144

Abstract: Soyinka described the hero, Ofeyi’s several trips in hyperspace
such as African Utopia, extraterritorial world, different internal regions and
mythological prototype world in Season of Anomy. Ofeyi’s wanderings had abun-
dant political and cultural metaphor connotations. Soyinka emphasized wandering’s
political moral in the first half of the novel. There were not only the construction
of utopian social with Marxist tendencies, but also the exposure of neo-colonial-
ism in Africa and the violence of African dictatorships, and even more realistic
references to Nigeria, which fell into political chaos before and after the civil
war in Biafra. While the wanderings in the second half of the novel turned to
cultural metaphors mainly. The Correspondence between Ofeyi’s roaming to res-
cue his lover and Orpheus and Ogun’s mythological patterns not only symbol-
ized the salvation of the shackled artistic creativity and social hope, but also
deeply demonstrated the concept of regeneration cycle that existed in the depths
of national cultural consciousness and the expectation of rebuilding the social or-
der. So Ofeyi experienced the transformation from a practitioner with Marxist

political ideals to a tragic hero with individualistic characteristics.



