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Abstracts

advantages in resource allocation within Kenya’s ethnopolitical landscape.
Key words: ethnic identity; Kenya; Maasai; colonialism; African indigenous

rights movement

Historical Hierarchy of Ethnic Group in Ethiopia and Its Contemporary Consequences
Wang Tao & Huang Shishun

Abstract: The historical hierarchy of ethnic group in Ethiopia has defined the power
dynamics between ethnic groups. Its inherent confrontational and zero — sum mindset
has profoundly impacted the nation — building process in Ethiopia, serving as a
critical perspective for understanding the current ethnic conflicts. In the late 19" and
early 20" centuries, the Solomon Dynasty integrated various groups into a common
political space, shaping an ethnic hierarchy centered on the Amhara. The Amhara
was the dominant elite, the Tigray was the local elite, the Oromo was the royal
subject, and the Somali was the subjugated adversary. In the early 20" century, the
hierarchical differences of “elite — subject — adversary” promoted the ethnicization of
the identities of various groups. Haile Selassie implemented forced assimilation
policies, which triggered resistance from other ethnic groups. The Derg regime
accelerated de — ethnicization, but it led to centrifugal ethnic tendencies and ethnic
armed groups. After overthrowing the Derg regime, the TPLF achieved institutionalization
of ethnic identity as to institutional innovation of ethnic federalism, heightening ethnic
autonomy consciousness. However, other ethnic groups were dissatisfied with the
long — term monopoly of power by the TPLF. The mentality of inherent antagonism and
zero —sum has profoundly impeded national integration, constituting a critical lens for
understanding current inter — ethnic conflicts. After Abiy Ahmed came into power in
2018, he fought against ethnic separatist forces, promoted political reforms,
advocated for Pan — Ethiopianism and ethnic reconciliation, and worked to eliminate
the influence of historical hierarchy of ethnic group.

Key words; nation —building; Ethiopia; historical hierarchy of ethnic group;

Amharization; ethnic federalism; Pan — Ethiopianism
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