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Notes in History on Somalia's Support for China's

Restoration of their Seat at the United Nations

RO BT R EREHREREFAN “wHE

Dr Hodan Osman Abdi

Associate Research Fellow at the Institute of African Studies, ZJNU

On the 25th of October 1971, a proposal was submitted to the 26thUnited
Nations General Assembly by 23 member states. This proposal called for the
restoration of the lawful rights of the People's Republic of China at the UN
and allowing it proper representation at this world body. It was on this historic day
that UNGA resolution No. 2758 was passed, and for the first time in UN history,
developing nations had their voices heard and their collective strength
demonstrated. This week, as we celebrate the 50th anniversary of this event, we are

reminded of the significance of strength in unity.

This remarkable achievement was largely obtained by the active advocacy and
campaigning spearheaded by several African Nations. As Chairman Mao Zedong
used to say, “It was our African brothers, the small and medium-sized countries that
carried us into the United Nations”. The solidarity they had shown towards China was
very much fueled by their shared historic experience fighting against foreign

domination, colonization, and imperialism.

China joined the United Nations as a founding member on the 24th of October

F ANAER EMN LB E AR EMNARRRIEX IEE AR P ORITEE, ZXEARERTE
SEFREIK SONNA,
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1945 and became a permanent member of the UN security council. Prior to that,
China was one of four nations that drafted the United Nations Charter in 1944 and
was accorded the honor of being the first to sign the UN Charter in recognition of its

long-standing fight against aggression.

However, after the 1949 revolution, the People's Republic of China was
prevented from reclaiming its lawful seat at the UN. Over the following two
decades, efforts spent by the People's Republic to restore its due representation at the
world body were swiftly blocked. That is until resolution 2758 was passed thanks to
the PRC's ever-increasing block of friends, especially in Africa. Looking back at
historic records, Somalia stands out as one of the most active campaigners for this

cause at the time.

Friendly ties between the people of Somalia and China date
back centuries. Mogadishu has been the center of maritime trade since medieval
times and was a key port for the exchange of goods on the Maritime Silk Road. These
friendly ties are vividly inscribed in the surviving records of the renowned Chinese
admiral Zheng He, who voyaged with his fleet along the Somali coastline and wrote

about the people and cultures of Somali coastal cities.

And as some historians record, Somalis from the Ajuran Empire, established in
the 13th century, may have been the first Africans to establish diplomatic ties with the
Ming Dynasty when they gifted a giraffe and incense to emperor Yongle more than
600 years ago. At the same time, the Somali scholar and explorer Said of Mogadishu
may have been the first African to learn and translate the Chinese language, as tales of
his journey to China in the fourteenth century are well recorded in the

famous traveler Ibn Battuta's journals.

More recently, Somalia was the first country in East Africa to establish
diplomatic relations with the people's republic of China merely months after gaining

independence in December 1960. And since then, Somalia's adherence to the One



China Principle has always been loud and firm. Somalia's representatives never shied
from denouncing the injustice practiced against the People's Republic at the UN and
earnestly advocated for the restoration of China's seat to the legal representative of its

people.

More significantly, Somalia sponsored two proposals to restore the PRC's rights
at the UN on two separate occasions and was one of the 23 countries that co-

sponsored the famous UNGA resolution 2758.

Looking back at the records of addresses made by Somali representatives at the
UN General Assembly and at the UN Security Council since Somalia was admitted to
the UN in September 1960, I have found that Somali representatives missed no
opportunity to express their strong and firm support for China's case. They voiced
their frustration time and time again at the denial of adequate representation at the

world body of a nation representing a quarter of the world's population at the time.

On October 6TH, 1961, in one of Somalia's first addresses at the UN General
Assembly, Abdullahi Issa, then head of the Somali delegation asserted “I do not think
it is appropriate to continue to ignore the existence of a government which exercises

sovereignty over a vast area of land inhabited by over 600 million people.”

In the following years, Somalia's representatives to the UN continued to raise the
issue every time they took the podium questioning the merits of denying the
admission of the lawful and legitimate Government of the Peoples Republic of China
to join the deliberations. More so as important discussions on disarmament were

taking place.

At the 22nd session of the UN General Assembly on 27 September 1967,
Ambassador Abdulrahim Abby Farah referred to the exclusion of the People's
Republic of China from its rightful place at the United Nations as “Illogical and

against the interest of the world community”. And on the 23rd of October1968, the



head of Somalia's mission to the UN, Mr. Haji Farah Ali Omar declared at the
23rd session of the UN General Assembly that “the absence of the Government of the
People's Republic of China makes progress towards the solution of many international
problems difficult. Such a problem is that of disarmament, where the co-operation of

all the Major Powers is necessary for a definitive solution.”

While participating in the 24th session of the UN General Assembly on
7th October 1969, Somalia's Prime Minister at the time Mohamed Haji Ibrahim Egal
questioned the capacity of the United Nations authority to carry its full weight when it
fails to practice the principle of universality. He is famously quoted as saying “We
cannot ask a State to respect our authority when we exclude that State from

participation in our decision-making machinery.”

And as stated by the late Somali Prime Minister, Omar Arteh Ghalib when he
served as Somalia's envoy at the 26th session of UNGA on 28 September 1971,
Somalia has “always rejected the legal fictions, the procedural devices and the
semantics that have been used to keep the true representatives of China from their

rightful places in the United Nations”.

Perhaps more notably, outside the UN compound, Somalia's representatives were
also vocal advocates in global media for the restoration of the legal rights of
the government of the People's Republic of China in the Security Council and the
General Assembly as well as other UN agencies. When interviewed by the CBS
Middle East Correspondent Mitchell Krauss in 1971 on this same issue, Ambassador
Abdulrahim Abby Farah, Somalia's envoy to the UN at the time, earnestly stressed “It
is not for my government or any other government to say how the people of China

should conduct their internal affairs. Taiwan is part and parcel of China.”

Since then, the all-weather friendship, solidarity and mutual respect for each
other's independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity has only grown stronger

with time. Today, China ranks among Somalia's top trading partners and is one of the



more popular destinations for Somali students studying abroad. At the same time,
China has continued to show unfaltering support for Somalia throughout the past 6

decades.

Today, as Somalia advances along the road to recovery and reconstructio
n, Somalis eagerly hope to achieve significant development milestones under coop
erative initiatives with their all-weather friend, such as the Forum on China Afr
ica Cooperation, the Belt and Road Initiative as well as the Global Developme

nt Initiative recently proposed by President Xi Jinping.
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(J&#%: Namibia places several multi-sectoral policies to reinforce land degradation
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spread/6312095.html

SR e RS A i, R 4z 1800 JT AP RYITFELAL
DAERIIFIR, RWUss) BAERIERIERE . HaT, S4EpraEET 36%
HIT 29 AN HIAN 15% B ARSI et o XU 2Bk (Global Fund )
SRS E LS S r RS AR A AL R (SADC, KR ) 11 6 HIEH
H#ELLEAT, FHET 11 A 15 B2 EH T

Hfr 2 DA R - IkE 2 - #13%18 ( Khumbize Kandodo Chiponda )
PR, RIT TGN T RAESAE SR et ey,  “Fik, Hr
— TS A 7 RS LR . FATRAE R E R 900 J75K
e, FRATH B 2 M4 SR A — ki, 7 MiddoR, 1EXm
BENE, IO SRATIEZYD, DATTEM 8 A
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SR BN, JEPSE LI ER LS BN . (UEF—F, SR4Eif
2500 NFEFHEHE, LA HTE A I ATPOR AT L o o A2 B
PSSR - A 5U4ERL ( Lazarus Chakwera ) 7F 6 ARG “ZHE8E, M
FME” BEh—iksr, B —izstng 2030 FEBRIHIIEEE s —HB
77 o FFMARTITAAS IRIRFE AT - il - XY ( Elias Mpedi Magosi ) %47
TSR IR BRI BI85 77, HARZR R SR IEAE 55 T SR B — T X I ik
o fbggH . CSCTREER, WRDNEZEK TER, e S
HR, Kk, —MOXFHELERTR, SRS IRTE, A eEEIOER, 7

A DA S AEACRID YR - RIS (Janet Kayita ) 78, Zizs)
e PR I IR IR i 2 — o bR “ E i AEERE st TN
BEBETAT 4 . AR EBAAE e R H G, A B A
By SR A S MR RS PR bR v 4R TEAE TS AT R B2 LR LEE T R 95
FEERHE. 7

EAA, gy F A SR e T RO = AR e AR R e,
DZHZHGHE A B R  AR I L2 AP B ——Mosquirix . T I%SE
BT 30% HOARCE, (ERAZETR ERO RN BRI = A R

FEATTH T SR B TRECE 72%

(J&#: Hwange Power Station Expansion 72% Complete)

KR #FEECHFH (NewZimbabwe) , ZHrbat)E: 11 A 3 A
k2 : Mary Taruvinga, 1 &4&% JiFK

AR (ZPC) EAi, i (Hwange ) LG T E5EH
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72.18%, B THISERFE 67.97%, REEHEMAREFEM T, T
R TR g — P s, (2 ARITE 11 A 2 H— G P ERR,
PR TTRRRREEE, JFRUS T BRI, AR, SRR R
FTHIFONE, TRATZEIRG], SERE T ATIKCPELR, 5% H RS S
Tkl 7 #ah, KRR (Deka ) FHRBGETH TS TR

ROE CAR T IT R IR, EEANRCAHRE RS TikE, &
ST ARGRTE I, JFIEAE AT T AR A AR AT R AFIERR,
ARHEY 21 5 TR, AT 555 S (Sherwood ) 77 LIk 3 i i FLZR % £ F
2021 27 AIFL, 124 B 360 A B2 120 A HEER . ZB A AEIK,
“BEEXTUCRETRRE, 2T AT S5 2 HI5R K2 (Insukamini ) 78 FELE A% R
2k B — LU (RN I E 250N PAPs ) IELEARG L AR 73h

Jiz (RAP) L. 7

CAMER B, BUEMTF AT CHIBIEL 2Z% (Mazwi ) | FIER
(Kloof) . S#SC#47 (Stevenson Farm ) . 3 °F-##k ( Epping Forest ) 454
R RI H AZ 50 A T IR S, TEE 2021 47 12 A58, 7 SibFEIN, %A
A IEAEE FRTRINE T, (Ingagula ) HbIXERAGRIT TAE, S L=
PAFH AR TR A O I H , IE 0T 2022 FE— AL
R,

AT S HY H ) R R E AR FEAS TMVSE A H 8, I, SRS
3 s b TR SE R KRR B . 2 T TRRRE ST 15 10387T, BHLA
N 920 JKEL, JeE BRI BALA, @ BT SHT RSl
T BRI S A —wB o 2RI, HTHREEN, %L HETRYAT S~ RE
2974 600 JEFL. HH T ACFRRE I AN AN XIS4T Tt TR IR IR, et A
NN EERAZHU NI L
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(K = =
HEA
AR WL [FIPREE 2 B
(R : Namibia Gears Towards Environmental Education Path)

FR: HARIEA (The Namibian) , Z#bef/E]: 11 A 11 A
1£#: Absalom Shigwedha, B E#iF B L#HK
J7 X #£ #: https://allafrica.com/stories/202111110427.html

i, Pk EENEAAN Y ( Windhoek ) 2817 1 AHA R A 4 [EF) 75 4H
FKARER T2, FEWEONA K L WIABR AT /] 542 k BBk ( EE/ESD )
HE R BRI TR, RIS . MO AIR S T H TS L3RR,
INRAE (EE) FIR[HEE R B E (ESD) &K BRI R R 2 R L
BT H . % HE I 3 2 T BRGE UMR B AR B T - JRT5 354, ( Teofilus

Nghitila ) Yh, IR SRAMVAIIR RS A2 E S PR A i 02

JEERERIAR, % TA— MREEAMIERR AT I, §Ef s AR
AR %00 B 2 AR R A IOHIPMRAERE, AR A O]
FIEEAFRNHE BRI . 2020 4F, PRSI FREER RBCRIN A H RS IRl
HIAFRPERRBOR (2022-2026) , HEK HiR2HESNZBORISLR, VrEhiE
MBI, FERESIRAI RSO RAZ RIS KIS R

AT S AR FAR @ T T2 R R AR G R, P T ARG
wbl I 2 BUERIHRI TP S S, BEATSES M RS FR BRI O A1 T3
I\j‘jZIJ (e]

HEE EZRICHZ (UNESCO) K IEEHE R R AR FU/RZ - Rgel
( Waldo Junius ) 7%, HURIIEI ST /M FE0R I H RS 55,
FEAR AT MEE T ECRIE R Z—
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AR R RAH BESUANN  BRE . MHEAI S SE T TR B3,
IR A NS — NP B R A A TR 2, A B S ARIASKR YA
ARENEEIFEHT . 286 WA R T RpE R R IIZRST . A RIEABE T THIHY

DI AERTEMIIEYRENET (E4AA) B

(J&R&L: Malawi to Pilot Education for Adaptation and Acceleration (E4AA) Initiative in

Climate Change)

FR: BEFEHIK (Nyasa Times) , Frof/E]: 11 4 10 A
1E#: Fazilla Tembo, #EZF K
JR X #£#: https://www.nyasatimes.com/malawi-to-pilot-education-for-adaptation-and-
acceleration-e4aa-initiative-in-climate-change/

SRR e A T B INR UL E (E4AA) (BT 10 MEZEZ
— WMIESWAERT AR, AT CHEYE2Z - BIFEA (Agnes
Nyalonje ) HJfEFETRME 22 NS T BR80T 1) CBEG E URHEZR AL ) 25 26
WAL T2 (COP26) I, =PGRS (] EAiZER0E i —2L,
[F = AT 2022 FERAZB VRS (HE E TR MHEZR AL ) 4 27 1K

G274 (COP27) o

o AR, AR —E0A0, T INRIE R TR, BOF EE AT
L. ZFMAT, (EHARESETE R AMERSZHT, WM BRHE.
i, Lz, BEANKR, HEOR, ERAETFAFMA ARG, DA
REAKHE BB, IR, BTSRRI Eg AR B E T | b
WHIFM, AE PR E TR TS, DA Snsli&T K.
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AEIE S U WA R ICF P E L b, HREX A E w2
IR ST A R 55 70 R 220 50% 803 B T AT . e EREE O
(GCE) Hysity=kM, FEARNK 20 47, HERAT ARl EAR D AR S AR A A 22
DA, TR, ARNEAE T 2 RO AR NE . 28T, AR
WPEAAEH AR iR, SR AR A A TE W IR HCE W A5
PRETFAE R EHISZA TS, EPRAEAZ UM, HA e
CElibE=ShiNaaliiy/ e N L A RGIE QS N = S 7 (PU S =y s I E S b 1 NS | S
MAF . AREAEEMERAFTHER, RGN TR AT E R
R, AR ZARIEAN R FARREARIEAS ,  SEREAH M A& b P20 T Fl I
QARG RIS | SE2ERNIE AR B S AN, EAEE e
RAFEFALFT TR, DBRANZTT AR,
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BRIt
ARSI R B IR

& “ALamiaftRR” FERMHEREN
A 5, TIBEAS NI

HHE, PREREXRFEIFRE. ZEFERAFBRERID

AXKLET (KHE52HKKR) 2021 F5 5 K

JEZ #£#: http://ias.zinu.edu.cn/2021/1115/c6143a379183/page.htm

AL ORI Oy T FUR AR B AL R SR 2,
HATEEI I AU SRR UL TN . FERBRPURTT R T,  “ASKanisdtfE
K" FHESHAS RSB AR 2 Y E T IR, AR
BT LSO JT O EL L S AIE T U R AR — PR 2, O SRAD
AU JR B FEATE B I VG, AR ARG E , ariz 532
AR R, B R X =ANEEN 2 R E D)
PO T SRS, MR T v s dLmEpR, ER e ERi Sk AL FH,
RINA TR SRS, A R R it N T ars IR S LR A, S
MR LR AR BN, B AR IEAER I . ROk R S IR A
B E BRI SREOEW, 2 SO RO e B Al ) o B, FESh A
“NFEamis LRI A" RO I AR SR T AR B A T B2 i
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