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CARINS
US overshadowed by China in the continent

TR NSRRI, TEEE

GERT GROBLER
Senior Research Fellow at the Institute of African Studies, ZJNU

US Vice-President Kamala Harris was the latest of a long list of US dignitaries
and officials to visit Africa this year. These visits, in the wake of the US-African
Leaders’ Summit held in Washington DC in December last year, are clearly aimed at
resetting US relations with African countries and looking to make inroads in Africa to
advance its strategic objectives. This US ‘charm offensive’ is also directed at

counterbalancing Chinese and Russian influence on the continent.

The frantic diplomatic activity of the United States is a further manifestation of a
‘new scramble for Africa’ as the continent is on the threshold of huge economic
transformation and development. It is no wonder that an increasing number of
countries are recognizing the continent’s growing economic and demographic weight.
It is forecast that Africa's population will increase to approximately 2.4 billion people
by 2050 and that consumer and business spending will rise to roughly $16 trillion in
the same year. Africa is also on the cusp of an exciting process of industrialization,
closing its infrastructure gap and unleashing its massive agricultural and resource

wealth as well as the potential of its digital industry.

F ANRERMLIBEAFIEMNARE AENXEERFR) SHRARR. mIERRER
RE, ZREFRT (FEBHKR) (China Daily),



On the global geopolitical divide over the Ukraine conflict, Harris played down
the ‘choose the West’ imperative that has been to the fore and opted for a more
nuanced exchange of views over the consequences of the crisis on trade and energy
prices. Although her African hosts welcomed the prospect of closer cooperation with
the US, a clear message was conveyed to her, namely, that Africa should have a free

choice in its relationships with the rest of the world.

In fact most African countries are justifiably unapologetic about their close ties
with China. Africa recoils from being used as a pawn again, in much the same way as

it was during the Cold War.

African leaders also informed Harris that the continent does not take kindly to
the proposed US Congressional bills and resolutions in Washington DC which seek to
punish African countries cooperating with Russia. In fact African countries regard

these actions as a blatant and arrogant disregard of their sovereignty.

Only 16 out of Africa’s 54 governments participated in the United States-backed
‘Summit for Democracy’. Most African countries detest being lectured to on
democracy by the West and the continent generally regarded the summit as being
instigated by the US with the aim of dividing countries on ideological lines and

fueling confrontation under the pretext of democracy.

Although the US has not yet defined a coherent plan, it seems to be
contemplating the strengthening of relations based on Africa’s development priorities
rather on short-term objectives set by the US, depending on the priorities of the
administration in power. However, it is no surprise that many comments on the
outcome of Harris’ visit, by African governments and commentators, also given the

lack of the required US commitment and broken economic promises in the past,



reflected a distinct degree of skepticism about the "new heightened interest by the US

in Africa" and whether Washington will deliver on its promises.

The effects of the COVID-19 pandemic continue to create challenges for the
economies of African countries, which are further compounded by the negative
implications of the current conflict in Ukraine as well as the uncertain global

economic outlook.

Over the years, the US' role and visibility in Africa have faded considerably,
having been overshadowed by countries such as China. China has been eagerly
embraced by African countries because of its win-win approach to the continent that
upholds non-interference in internal affairs and mutual respect. Most African
countries reject the narrative of the US that doing business with China is to Africa's
detriment. China, based on its positive track record on the continent, therefore has a
huge advantage over the US through the dynamic Forum on China and Africa

Cooperation and the Belt and Road Initiative.

It is against this background that Africa and China consistently renew their
commitment to jointly seek enhanced cooperation on the FOCAC and the Belt and
Road Initiative in order to elevate China-Africa cooperation to an even higher and

more strategic level.

Africa strongly supports China’s new type of international relations which
emphasizes peaceful coexistence and which upholds the common values of humanity.
The continent looks forward to the joint implementation of the constructive Global
Development Initiative, the Global Security Initiative, the Global Civilization
Initiative as well as to build on the existing high-quality Belt and Road cooperation

which has already rendered significant concrete results to the continent.



Chinese entities made direct investments of $44 billion in Africa as of 2020.
During 2022, total trade between Africa and China reached $282 billion, up 11
percent year-on-year, reinforcing China's role as Africa’s biggest bilateral trading

partner. That’s more than four times the amount of trade between the US and Africa.

The Belt and Road Initiative is a major driving force in the rapidly growing
China and Africa cooperation with 52 African countries as well as the African Union
Commission having signed agreements on cooperation under the framework of the
initiative. Since the inception of the Belt and Road Initiative 10 years ago, Africa and
China have increasingly pursued high-quality projects with concrete economic
benefits. A growing number of key Belt and Road projects have been completed.
Among others more than 6,000 kilometers of railroads, 6,000 kilometers of highways,
20 ports, more than 80 power facilities, 130 medical facilities and over 170 schools

have been built on the African continent.

BRICS cooperation is a further mechanism that Africa and other developing
countries and emerging markets regard as a locomotive for global economic recovery

and more vigorous development.

During the visit by Chinese Foreign Minister Qin Gang to the AU in Addis
Ababa in January this year, AU Commission Chairman Moussa Faki Mahamat
emphasized that China has stood with Africa both in its struggle for national
independence and liberation and in its efforts to accelerate development and
revitalization. He added that Africa looks forward to working with China to jointly

advance the building of a China-Africa community with a shared future in the new era.

The following tweet by Nigeria's Vice-President Yemi Osinbajo, during Harris'

visit, very effectively sums up the depth of China and Africa friendship: ‘China shows



up where and when the West will not and/or are reluctant.’
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(J&&: King Mohammed VI Calls For Creation of Royal Center for Defense Studies and

Research)

F R BEAFHIRAHIR (Morocco World News) , H#afiE]: 5 /14 H
RELF EERK
JR X £ #E: https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2023/05/355442/king-mohammed-vi-

calls-for-creation-of-royal-center-for-defense-studies-and-research
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https://www.monitor.co.ug/uganda/news/drc-ceasefire-fails-to-hold-as-m23-rebels-military-clash-4150088
https://www.monitor.co.ug/uganda/news/drc-ceasefire-fails-to-hold-as-m23-rebels-military-clash-4150088
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(JR&: South Sudan, Egypt urge permanent ceasefire in Sudan)

FR: ##EIR (punchng.com) , Hrpf/E: 5 /10 H
£ : Samuel Bolaji, |## EoRFK

JR X #£#: https://punchng.com/south-sudan-egypt-urge-permanent-ceasefire-in-sudan/
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(JR@: Sudan's Warring Sides Sign Commitment to Secure Humanitarian Aid)

FKk: £EZF (Voice of America) , HHiofiE]: 5 411 H
B EH#F ERFK
JR X #£ 4 https://www.voanews.com/a/sudan-s-warring-sides-sign-commitment-to-secure-

humanitarian-aid-/7090090.html
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/R EFIN SR HFIN: IRESSERBRE RS TN B ik
(J&& . Algérie-Nigéria: une coopération économique consolidée et des projets

stratégiques en commun)

KR FTRAEFIEFHAE (APS) , HHbat/El: 5 413 H

GEEF B EAK

JR X ££FE: https://www.aps.dz/economie/155643-algerie-nigeria-une-cooperation-econom “'““

ique-consolidee-et-des-projets-strategiques-en-commun
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(African Continental Free Trade Area, AfCFTA)Il FuxX—=s, 7RIS ST,
PR AT B2 R e HRIETT, R @AERSS . BRI AR &t
i, CIRTATLER Ok, BE2y . TRIZE 2 R ok /2 e H A
WATSAHINESK . fER S RFITH, WIE R SARIEEC, M 2021 41 180 J735

TCHIF] 2022 1 1.135 {23ETT,

L, —HLPURIR BRI H RN R EH GG T, BOT#EESL
TSI /NA, T 2022 SEEEE T —TUONAME, RS2 T —MEZ U0 R
T H ARy, JFRSE IS AR AR U BT | F RS R A R
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(J&& . Tripoli Libyan government evaluates its renewable energy strategy)

FR: FIHEEAEIER (Libya Herald) , ZHefiE]: 5 4 13 H
1E#: SamiZaptia, [#17ZRF BB K

JR X #£4#: https://libyaherald.com/2023/05/tripoli-libyan-government-evaluates-its-renew

able-energy-strategy/

5H4H, PSR ML - iEREE - #87FE ( Abd Alhamid Aldabaiba )
SIS T AR AR /N AE B AR IR BT TR L R P A AR I
FT <o BURFRRIC . REEA . B A E]FE 51 USR] LW H 41T ( Central
Bank of Libya ) . #ifJ5 ( Audit Bureau ) . #3814 H] ( General



Electricity Company of Libya , GECOL ) #1 ] [t V. A £ 4 8 I 45 #H 5

( Renewable Energy Authority of Libya, REAoL ) fCFEHIF 7 IR S

B/NATHE T E ST F AR AR SRS | LR S AT E AR RETRELR | 24T
ML . R RCETA BEIR A 2t . Fut ] A g IR A AR LU A v
A BRI TR B SR o

B/NATTEN . RATITREBITE L - B (Mustafa Al-Manea ) 7EffH 2
SRR, FEE PR AU I B U SANEREA I SE T, BUR BRI
SEGRAE S LA, B AR EEX Y R TR IFIAT R R S H

R/ NALE U PR P 45 M TR - 5 h ( Adel Jumaa ) WEFEFK, BT
F B P R RBERARFE I, DABRBIEHER, SRt — A AR

E R THREE TS K EA - #0707 ( Reda Gergab ) 55, Hiil/E#vi+
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HLH R T A e

P % S R H - 57844 ( Ali Mahmoud ) 67~ , U T AL
SHF TR RMERN KRR, FBYI7 R ER RS,
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(J&&: Morocco endeavors to develop, modernize agricultural sectors)

F R : JLFFAEE (North Africa Post) , %481 : 5 6 H
P RUKIF B dhah
JR X #£#: https://northafricapost.com/67471-morocco-endeavors-to-develop-modernize-

agricultural-sectors.html

SH2HZETH, BEEEHERTINNT (Meknes ) %581 2023 4F[H profll g
72> ( the International Agricultural Show in Morocco, fAif< SIAM ) , ILAET 15
AMEZ AT 1400 N2 JER . fERASBIE, BRSBTS WAL T
19 WO 10 AFHTEH— AT B & 1R, 200 T AR 10 EE R ez

TH G F T 1106.98 4238 7 i, A 8 JRF 6 A8 AV ke Jg 3 4 ( the

Agricultural Development Fund, #FK FDA ) HEZLNHITE 424.77 (574

FEEIEY A1 RET =AU, RISl ‘g EEig et AN
BOZE TEFIH. BAEE 2030 FONFLHIN . 2L KB FTREEEIYRL ],
PARKCHERIE . PACR . AHSRACOR | AL, R PIRnGEE . BRHEYD . Tk
PR EETS RPN . FhT . AR ZLEORR | JRELAE . KRR
ST 15 /MEPIES 62 H R JdE R

W H A R B AR RS AL AR AT RE T L R, HHREE AT
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PRI K B B, PR “SRE RS EHTRI” iR
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(J&&: Africa: Achieving food security will require revamping our production and

consumption patterns)

FR: RO EEMZFEF S (UNECA) , ZHA1/]: 5 /6 A
HENF B HEAF
JR X ££FE: https://www.uneca.org/stories/achieving-food-security-will-require-revamping-

our-production-and-consumption-patterns

575 H, BEEIESREH M R JREAL (the UN Resident Coordinator's
Office in Tunisia ) . FEMEZLALIETRER4AE (the ECA Office in North Africa ) 5
AL [\ BB 0558 JE T /284G ( the UN-Habitat Office in Tunisi ) =773t/ “18
TR 5 4 B 5O QORI TR £ R 1 e 0] S JR ST B e 2 s i ™ T H
W2, BHTSICR TRASR R &HZE . Bk, REMEERRT. AR,
[ PR LU S RN M AR

T H B AT e TR g 2e gzl . DA iR i A J |
AR SRS MG, RN ER %k, b, JiH
& BRI S BRI IR B R MEA AR T 6. BE
[ 5 5 FE ST B S BT K3 -+ ISR ( Arnaud Peral ) 671, I F HHEBE A AT 45
41 % HFREES EE 4 ( Sustainable Development Goals, SDG ) [l %%, LA
(S A AR AT A A, TR N BCRAN B Ve KU O, 2R S BOR
FARE Bk T3 AT I BIRCR

BEE N FEET R EAE LR - ZPE9) (Aida Robbana ) 37K,
T2 2050 4, et =02 " N FPEAEREETE, ORI A &
PAtEAts >k — R A BN LE AN PR R . PRSI AT R T AR S . 2SR
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(J&&%: President Sisi directs establishing emergency fund for irregular workers)

FR: SH#¥E (Egypt Today) , ZxifiE]: 5 41 H
1£#: Haya Karima, E #£#17F B F#K
JR X #EFHE: https://www.egypttoday.com/Article/3/124079/President-Sisi-directs-establish-

ing-emergency-fund-for-irregular-workers

5 1 H, B ERgm M - 3556k - 2275 ( Abdel Fattah E1-Sisi ) 7548
TR R T Y /RIETEAS ( Sharkia governorate ) (%58 19 R IE ) . RN,
SPa AR, HHA RS R E T P L4

FEAR ST B i, PR GAIR N TAEE, R e #ic T
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R, IR Tk, ZEVEETR, t— BRI ERIIE,
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FERPLG B, B T4 B & 2 (the General Federation of Egyptian
Trade Unions ) EJF M - #4/TH] ( Mohamed Gebran ) 3678, AR5 57
IEERIRAET M HERWIKNE R bR, 25 T ALERTBEIN [R5 2 510

PR I S A Y SRl o BT o PR, i AR R A0 R B v B 5
SAIFRE A AEX 2L A R L

RO R R B EXS 73T HOR R 4R Bl

(JR@1: WEFP resumes food assistance in crisis-torn Sudan)

KR HIRREASKE (WFP) , Z#n5F/H]: 5 9 H
1£#: Elizabeth Bryant, E E#F ERAFK

JR X ££FE: https://www.wfp.org/stories/wfp-resumes-food-assistance-crisis-torn-sudan

HER &K% ( World Food Programme, WFP ) HFjE i NS4+ 7
PURN AR E . RS IZ EF o B XA IR E A 92558 IR 1) 22 e Bk R
(EHH SR B T RIB A BB X — 1 T3l KBTS E Z /X

FRFF USSR T T2 A LR PR 2, 5 A% 11 AR
I AE A H B AN, RIS AT o B DR R 20 4
PR LR RBP4 30l - B (Eddie Rowe ) F7R: T
2K, WENEAYI LT FRITE L. BUEETRA, Mimmel 7 ms
P ARZAES, 7

ASRJUR, HFURETHRIE RIS HSIA T RTM (Gedaref) | #FFHLM
(Gezira) . RF=HM ( Kassala) F1HJEZ M ( White Nile ) ] 38.4 T2 A K
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HOREE, FFHRIZEFE R B WM ( Blue Nile ) A THUE AR . X Lo IE%
AERHITT R HOMERS | IR ES R | AR g = F O AR AT X

fEE AU H E 2 T8neg, AR THRIEE TR 75T 500 T3 A
PRALZ SR AR, JFh 60 J7JLEMEALHMETTE 7R RS W AT o &
W  “FATES], BAESFEZIE 1900 T, B 41%09 NI AT RERRERAE
NVEAB = iRimisrl. 7 BEEMEREZEFRR, K&H 10 7 ATRESE, X
MNEFAEARR LA T RESIEINZE] 80 TN, A JL+J3 ANk g S b X i T i
T PRI

A EMBRKZARIEE - HRPENT ( Anténio Guterres ) 7E_LEIFR:  “
SIHFFANRIE HIG—7 N GEERME |, STURRE TR, B 1FHE
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WEgded, JULGE, DAEMEEB G, BRSO, AR
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(J&& . Tunisia: Need to Announce State of Drought As Natural Disaster in Tunisia, Adopt

Urgent Plan to Manage Crisis)

KR FRHAFIEM i # 7L (Tunis Afrique Presse) , Z#buafii]: 5 44 A

512%3?7?—( ?}éﬂﬂﬂ%/f)’f

JR X £ #: https://www.tap.info.tn/en/Portal-Economy/16245507-need-to-announce

B 10 FFEEET 5, SRl EA T HUICIRA, A& B2 e
MRS, #2021 4, ASKTHR SERLH 355 ke KINGEKE 2R T,
2023 44 F 25 H, KIMEAFILFT 30%. HTF AR IEEAERE TR, M
2016 £E1) 66.1% FEEE] 2017 £E1F) 58.6%, F| 2022 4E AT 41.3%, XM T &
K Z 3 BE TR (AR TR A BRI HS (2020 43T 2.2 7).

5H4H, ERORRITIMEHAN LML Z0 S ek i fEil
R BT R R 2 b, KR IR U A 555 Ik - T (Raoudha
Gafrej) IEXUE AT SSENTHY T ISR A ARKE, IHFEREMZSHI.,
SERREZRIA], DMEE R IRAE DR U FRIA o I B LSRR [ 50K
THRZ AR KRG, TR ARG ER LA TR EE S, LT
FAITXIZ eZ= G2, OGRSl InbiE 2R, B s
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