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Africa since Tanzania — Zambia Railway
( TAZATA) : Reflecting on China’ s Experience in
Deepening and Widening African Integration
through Regional Infrastructure Development

Clayton Hazvinei Vhumbunu

By Clayon Hazvinei Vhumbunu Associate Researcher the Southern Afri—
can Research and Documentatioin Centre ( SARDC) in Harare Zimbabwe

Abstract: Regional economic integration efforts in Africa and attempts to
physically integrate the 55 African countries which were structurally dislocated
and physically disjointed by their colonial circumstances has always been frus—
trated by the huge infrastructure deficiency across the continent. This is one of
the contributing factors to low trade intra-African trade an limited economic ex—
changes amongst African countries. The China-Africa Partnership has stepped in
to catalyse the physica integration of Africa through massive Chinese investments

into regional infrastructure projects. The partnership can be traced back to the
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construction of the landmark Tanzania-Zanbia Railway project also referred to
as the “Uhure Railway” constructed between 1968 — 1976 to link the Zambian
Town of Kapiri-Mposhi and Tanzanian port of Dar es Salaam. This paper presents
an argument for regional infrastructure development as a catalyst for African inte—
gration and takes stock of China’ s experiences challenges and prospects in
African regional infrastructure development since the TAZATA project. For the
purposes of feasibel analysis the paper selects major trans-national/trans—
boundary projects and /or mega-projects undertaken through Chinese financial
assistance or by Chinese enterprises at national level with regional impacts and
critically evaluate the extent to which these projects have contributed to the
physical integration of the continect. At the end new ideas will be proffered on
possible cross-border infrastructure delivery models and approaches that can be
adopted within the framework of China-Africa Partnership.
Key words: Africa-China Cooperation Infrastructure Development

TAZATA



