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The Process and Characteristics of African
Studies in Japan:
What Can China’ s African Studies

Learn from Japan
Wang Tao Li Quanchang

Abstract: Japan’ s African studies have started after World War IL In
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Kyoto University there were a lot of Japanese scholars who were interested in
African affairs. These researchers not only found the African anthropology and
fieldwork in Japan but also opened an African research boom in Japan’ s uni-—
versities and institutes. In 1964 “Japan Association for African Studies” was
established by Japanese African researchers from all over the Japan. In order to
enhance the quality of African studies the Association held the annual confer—
ence and published the Academic Journal every year. After that African studies
in Japan stepped into a new stage of comprehensive development which have a—
chieved remarkable results in anthropology geography archeology politics
economics history linguistics and other fields. Since the end of Cold War
Japan’ s African studies began to concern the practical issues which show the
characteristics of “Turn to reality” . What’ s more Japan’ s African studies
pay attention to fieldwork academic exchange interdisciplinary research and
academic team construction. Indeed these experiences are worth China’ s Af-
rican studies to learn from.

Keywords: Japan African Studies Japan Association for African Stud-

ies  Kyoto University



