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Partners towards a continental agricultural revolution

FE AR E A ) S TEIKRE

Gert Grobler

Senior Research Fellow at the Institute of African Studies, ZJNU

The Covid-19 pandemic has had an unprecedented negative impact on the health
and nutrition of Africa’s population, and also on its economies, livelihood and

agriculture sector.

According to the AU and international organisations such as the UN’s Food and
Agricultural Organisation (FAO), it affected food systems in many ways by disrupting
the input and output markets, as well as the production of the various commodities

mostly undertaken by smallholder farmers consisting of mainly women and youth.

The effect on Africa’s food systems has also been compounded by other shocks
in this period, such as locust outbreaks, extreme weather patterns due to climate

change, and rising security challenges in various parts of the continent.

The current conflict in Ukraine could also add to the increased risks of food
security as it is likely to lead to disruptions to the agricultural activities of two major

exporters of staple commodities.

This could seriously escalate food insecurity globally, particularly in poorer

' AXEE RN LT RFIEMNAREERARR. BIERRINE, ZXEEFRTRIE
N7 ELETEM  (Independent Online, IOL),



developing countries in Africa, when international food and input prices are already
high. In view of the fact that African governments have consistently believed that
agriculture has a pivotal role to play in development, Africa adopted the
Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP) in 2003, a
framework to improve agricultural productivity, increase investment, improve co-

ordination, share knowledge and promote co-ordination in the agricultural sector.

The CAADP urges all stakeholders to take urgent action in preserving the gains
made in the agricultural sector, particularly among the poor and vulnerable in the area

of food security and nutrition.

The Covid-19 pandemic, however, slowed Africa’s progress towards the
achievement of the laudable CAADP goals and sharply exacerbated existing
challenges while presenting new ones. Regaining momentum in increasing the pace of

CAADP implementation remains a top priority for the AU.

To give further momentum to this process, the AU recently also decided to make
nutrition, under the heading “Building resilience in nutrition on the African continent”,

its theme of the year for 2022.

The overriding objective strongly emphasises the importance of nutrition,
especially child nutrition, as a major pillar in human capital development and social

and economic transformation in Africa.

This initiative, therefore, reflects the urgency in building a resilient agriculture
sector as the mainstay of African economies to fast-track the development agenda of

the continent. Africa faces many agricultural challenges.

The continent has about 930 million hectares of land suitable for agricultural



production — an area greater than that of the entire US. Agriculture is a major source
of income for most of the rural population of vast parts of Africa, and accounts for

more than half of total employment.

But for many reasons, the great potential for African agriculture has yet to be
realised. Challenges such as poor infrastructure and energy supply, lack of access to
modern technology, scientific farming methods and finance, as well as the detrimental

impact of climate change and conflicts all continue to impede agricultural progress.

As a result, Africa generally is probably one of the most food insecure regions
globally. According to the World Bank, the FAO, etc, approximately 250 million
Africans faced under-nutrition in 2019, and in many parts it is getting worse. Africa is,

in fact, becoming more, not less, dependent on food imports.

An “agricultural revolution” is needed with enhanced modernisation, seeking

solutions through technology, mechanisation and increased productivity.

African countries are, therefore, calling for more international resources,

technology, and development lessons to help promote their agricultural sector.

China, with its phenomenal economic and agricultural reform and achievements,

has prioritised investment in agricultural development and food security.

The international community welcomed the statement by President Xi Jinping at
the recent Two Sessions meeting in Beijing, during which he stressed the need for
unrelenting efforts to ensure food security, and that “there must be no lapse of

attention on the issue of food security”.

Africa has noted China’s economic progress and views China as a natural partner



and potent “catalyst for change” in helping countries on the continent to turn resource

advantages into developmental progress.

Africa attaches great importance to its mutually beneficial agricultural co-
operation with China, which has rapidly grown, establishing a solid foundation for

practical co-operation.

Agricultural trade between China and Africa has grown apace, with an average
annual growth rate of between 15 and 20%. China has also significantly boosted its
direct investment in Africa’s agricultural sector, with the Chinese private sector

playing an increasingly prominent role.

At the highly constructive Eighth Ministerial Conference of the Forum on China-
Africa Co-operation (Focac) in Dakar last year, President Xi Jinping announced nine
major co-operation plans, which included agricultural development and modernisation

on the continent.

At present, these efforts focus on funding agricultural co-operation programmes,
establishing agricultural technology demonstration centres, dispatching Chinese
experts to Africa and carrying out capacity-building activities that are bound to be

further expanded.

Significant additional actions steps announced in Dakar include:

® The two sides will actively enhance the role of the China-Africa agricultural co-
operation mechanisms, to innovate co-operation methods, enrich the strategic content

of co-operation, and ensure the effective implementation of agricultural co-operation.

® The joint implementation of youth technical and vocational training focusing



not only on agronomic expertise, but also on operational, management and

entrepreneurial skills.

@ China and Africa will continue to share experiences in job creation and poverty

reduction through agriculture.

@ China will assist in enhancing Africa’s capacity for localised processing of agro-
products and will actively expand the import of quality speciality agri-food products
from Africa and open “green lanes” for African agricultural exports to China,

including the exciting “Centre for E-commerce in Agricultural Products”.

® The two sides will further strengthen food security co-operation by utilising the
China-AU co-ordination mechanism for Belt and Road co-operation. China and
Africa have identified a growing number of opportunities for future agricultural co-
operation, and the two sides will continue to work to effectively align China’s
agricultural achievements and reforms with Africa’s own agricultural development

plans and policies.

@ Furthermore, to ensure the concrete implementation of the decisions contained
in the Focac Dakar Action Plan, which will significantly assist in unleashing African
countries’ huge potential in agricultural development in support of the AU’s CAADP,

the UN Sustainable Development Goals and Agenda 2063 towards a “better Africa”.
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(J&&8 . Cameroon Says Separatists Attack Border Mbororo Ethnic Community)

Fk: £EZF (Voice of America) , Hrofli]: 4 49 H

1E#: Moki Edwin Kindzeka, FF4&457F #p# B K

JR X #£FE: https://www.voanews.com/a/cameroon-says-separatists-attack-border-
mbororo-ethnic-community/6522238.html

2PN 4 F 8 HFR, e GE AT T TR X PR e H A
WAZ AT UERS (Mbonhong ) o 43 E§ F2 TR EMEZ 2 (Mbororo ) A5
BUGFEETE, HUCERTHILEH NS B A, SHE RER, RRG 72k
BT 12 R, &R 6 AT,

3 8 SO AR AR LA T WU 2 28 O, AR 20 15
BB RN TR AEIRE G Z PR DT ERE, FFHa R EUR TR 18
W22 NERJEN (Fulani ) Hp7E . RIGIHAAITEFEERM, 583 LA
ZOI e ( Ambazonia ) ZEEE4N G AR - FF/E/K ( Capo Daniel ) FRIEHE
BB NGEAE, TS50 2 SGE AT A

JEAE XHRIN- 238N ( Donga Mantung ) i =T HUE B R A - PISE - KLk
( Nkwenti Simon Dooh ) Mgz [ [E ¢ A ] (CRTV ) IR, 7 #E L
FRFMSBZEEEP TN, (GEFECGE) WET (WEE A Wiz
AR, BTSN RE, IFRB T RESER. 7 BUMBREESN, BEK
WS B NS REHR, SBUFESTERED SN 242,

I 2 PRS2 B R R e 5 AR A2l AR - B
- i /K ( Mohammed Umaru Abubakar ) #6715, 1H# 2 % A KIH48 5,
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1




IEMENMEE R

RTINS B NBHTIEEE, HORr D Bom (I 32 0 3 3 SGE 2R
i IR X, R ESGERRA AL TSR A, e
X T S 2 A SRR AT

PG EDTIRIPR 2017 SFLK, W R i == el Eig iz 3300 ASELS,
2975 T NimBs R o

PR E AR AR IE REASSEREERZE

(& : Northern Ivory Coast: Militias Supplement Security as Further Instability Looms)

FF: £EZ 5 (Voice of America) , H#uit/]: 4 /5 H

£ : Henry Wilkin, # Z Mm% 3igkK

JR X £ #E: https://www.voanews.com/a/northern-ivory-coast-militias-supplement-security-
as-further-instability-looms-/6516659.html

FERMRF I FLALRR Y — el [X, SR IHA 2 (Dozos ) A DT
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LARIEIR —EMELLSEEL,

5 M= A CE” HIVE AR R A% E LR S A AN
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JEE YO BIFE T ( Timbuktu Institute ) F973 M54 PE4H - VA ( Lassina
Diara ) I\, SEARE AN — DL EFE RS HIRARR AI SEC R
AR B AR A, P B SRR = B2 T, TBURFXS BEFF1%
EEREEVIVAN P

BT HeL L2 R vl - i - L A2~ (Félix Houphouét Boigny University )
FIZE T A58 T « 2200 (Arthur Ranga ) gtALEE 22 & TR 35 AERFER AL
R RAGER I B R AR SRS . RS AETERNL, (RS I R AR
KA ES e s R, FOAEI R LE, BU ARG R ZE S
SN, FEEHAAESS Rt 2 AL o
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DH. BREEAMUERFTFNENRERE THAE
(J&& . Mali - UN Expert Calls for Independent Probe Into Moura Massacre)

KR : L (UNNews) , ZHrifi: 4 /6 H
RAGIEIF TR
JR X £ #: https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/04/1115702

A E AL R IFI 4 - %N (Alioune Tine ) HUE S H 4 Fx EAKA
AFESEAESE (Mopti ) HX I AIUBAL ST B T R THE A, [RII FET25 T OR
SR YR, Z5PR B AT E B EIE R

BERTEAHGE R, S B AR AFEA P R RN, T3 H 27
HZ 31 HAERAY (Moura ) HIZEFATEI AL TR TR TR LR B
JFZHZ “ ABUWEE (Human Rights Watch ) 7 4 A 5 HARAM VRIS, 1EEUR
AER X 2P T, TUERAZA 300 4P R . 5 BALERRI G
ZFENEBOE RS, sEEHZUN RERRALER R R X T 22, X 2eH X
a6 B =SSR B fE AL

4 71 H, SHEEGERSH AR PR AT 3 23 HE31 H
FEERIXEHTT IR FEEATE), JFfise 203 7 “BHHA” ien 1,
A 51 A e 4 1 5 HY— A B, S ERERSHGIAS S TR A
MARAC AL HIFT0

NI, CETXROREAEIRAT B I, AREC 2 R AR A
frahpsles, T B R RIS SRR ORI ABUT M TR . RS2
W&, HEARWMAZTR, HRIEEENERERZ L, 7 A ROFTE
PRl ERkRe (ICC) e E R RITIE, NS ETERE & (F 5L )

( Rome Statute ) FE{THfE T T,
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IR & SRR AT 2021 4£E
EERERRMK 60 TEHAISE

(J&=1: ADB presents cheque for GH¢600,000 to 2021 National Best Farmer)

KR iR (Ghanaian Times) , Z#601)]: 4 /1 8 H
1£#: Lawrence Vomafa-Akpalu, /B F 35K
JR X #£#: https://www.ghanaiantimes.com.gh/adb-presents-cheque-forgh%C2%A2600000-
to-2021-national-best-farmer/

4 77 H, magkl kT (ADB) [RHHEHLIX I ( Cape Coast) 2%
FTHY 2021 A4 FE K R FIRE i - BEERRE - D754 (Alhaji
Mohammed Mashud ) 25 &M {H 60 J72EH# (N4t ) w222, JEfTHH 1988

AERSE DSRA B AR T RO 50 2 A Bl e PO AR

AR TR A28 - BHEE - 76" (John Kofi Mensah ) 37K, HUYTH KRR
AMEPEHATRE 60 7 ZEHBL T ARSI H AP IR, SREREI SRR RN
A, ERRR ek e, TR, aRRERKRIFIERSIN2A 8T
PRANAEF, FHNFFEANESALE . “IEIMFATE L i—EE, R
PGS - DB AR TR T R R, LAMR B R 5T S i IR
Mo ANV JRARAT— ELEU TR PRA AR T T AR S AE [ R 5t vh A H R B
Mo 7 PIIGT - SIRER AT S AR AR R SR ORIt FFARIEX
LR TS S o

NIRRT eI mAAE” I E ( Planting for Food and Jobs, PFJ)
RN R R T EAERE 1 ACTERI S SERE AR RRT 7o 2947, R AR SRR
FTHE T E 2R e 22 247/~ 5] (the National Food Buffer Stock Company Ltd,

NAFCO) E#iN 1.6 {CZEAVEE 6T, TS 5ZIH KR Tl
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£ i 5 A& # 4 ( The Minister of Food and Agriculture, MOFA ) B 13
S5 - B EER - FTRHE ( Owusu Afriyie Akoto ) T8 —E0 A1 & JEALAT I S ki3
AN, FEURRART SEUNGTE, MRS SoRek R, M ESHR
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(JR& . With $537m, US Begins Construction of Largest Consulate Globally in Lagos )

FR: 4HIR (Thisday Live) , Z#u1/]: 4 71 A
1£#: Bennett Oghifo, Sequn James, B E# ¥ FHNK
JR X ££#E: https://www.thisdaylive.com/index.php/2022/04/01/with-537m-us-begins-
construction-of-largest-consulate-globally-in-lagos/

3 H31 H, FEEBUFHBER SRS TERKPEIE ( Eko Atlantic City )
S SR A =, R RS RS A =, EINCE R
& - 5% ( Babajide Sanwo-Olu )  FEEAMILFY - W22 - G445 ( Mary

Beth Leonard ) FHZE[E SATEOE/R « KIRASYE ( Claire Pierangelo ) FULIETS,
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(J&&: Energy Crisis: Europe turns to Nigeria, others for LNG)

FR: K (Vanguard) , Z#enfiE]: 4 12 A

12 : Bennett Oghifo, # 1544% HEHK

JR X £ #E: https://www.vanguardngr.com/2022/04/enerqy-crisis-europe-turns-to-nigeria-
others-for-Ing/
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Wi B2 2K e H RIS ) HH 1 BE 2 I RAR o Sl 1R, TR RAR
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G, HARE RN A 508 2220 70, TbHE] 2030 KA N1E] 3000 77
i

4 7 11 H, WS H R A FES R - 2RI (Samuela Isopi ) %
SR AR, e HAFIEEZ AT AR (NNPC) B HEEREFT T AL 14
FEVT, LAnsEH 5 e H A EAERBIR U LR ZR, — IR AA H 4 o K Al
4T - WA (Luis Barros ) | PHEEFAAL#] % - 287K (Juan Sell) | FAF
A 47 FLE + ) B ( Stefano De Leo ) 1 2] il 14 SR 48 5 - 5 R 5%

( Olivier Chatelais ) -

PRGN, 2SI ergs2m, W R e H RN &1E,
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JEEZ WA SAEEHFE FHITE SH - 5 - 918 ( Mallam Mele
Kyari ) [ &E, ARPEREERN SRR AT TR &, ok
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JEFE AR THR =TT TH

22 IR EFKAEI R SEBR R IR SR <2

(JR&: Advocacy for the continent’s energy independence)

KR BRI FERFE (APS) , HHhfF]: 4 12 H
1£#: Claude Nyarko Adams, E #£#77F & B K
SR X ££FE: http://www.aps.sn/spip.php?article2687&lang=fr

4 H 12 H, A58 0] # A B PR 40Uk 1Y o Ge s A i (a) A LR - WS
( Boubacar Mbodj ) = 7 JE il HL 7 24 & & ( the Association of African
Electricity Companies ) % 20 Jii K& G800, KEKT 2023 4F 7 HFEIR /K

BT,
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FAHBZEERE AL o “ S5 22 A B i TR BT SR I 3T TR 1 RBIRAEHB SR ik
g _CROEEE, DU EZOS RS RIER X2 ]
HEIEN . T

FER S AR B — T3 (PRI, IR O, R X — Rl b 1 S X

9




IEMENMEE R

FEHF AR, JRMOREA [ XIS — A B B e 75 B DX At —
WHERE . M0, XIETI LA RO, RO AR A RE PR B ] H A
Btk MLILARAE,  “TEREEUTE-S RSt M B AR TS I E KB T &
7E” &

IR R Y, REIR AR B IR AT I PR, B A S
SHEAX AT RIS, X A AL 7 R T AR R E e —
HuEsh, MRS T2, HICR S HHT A bRz — 5w AR REN [
5, EEANARNRRE F R o

10



IEMENMEE R

Hzau&
JEHFI.: 5400 ZEAIFMEKREZR TIEBRARN TR

(J&&: Nigeria: 5,400 Bauchi Farmers to Benefit From AU Agric Programme)

KR TEH (FT# %)  (Leadership (Abuja)) , H#uafii]: 4 4 14 A
1E#: Khalid Idris Doya, 7% &% B LK

JR X £ #: https://leadership.ng/5400-bauchi-farmers-to-benefit-from-au-agric-
programme/

I A AR ( AUDA-NEPAD ) J&—W RS T IS e, e
SN AEFERETT, InPRA A K EE A ARG . 4 H 13 B, AEgH
AT BN RS2\ FE B SR 2285 - VA TIA5 R (Dr Esther Ahmed)
PR, 21 5400 A REUNHARE AR ROR A2 2 Tzl
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(PLWD) , FEANVATRpEEA e (I Skt (T

BREIZEGFR: TR A A E 0t F e [ SO s MBS, o
AN L, 3228 AAHAR] o e Y RE Tl e . ™

SR FEIRI ISR TR R e BRI A SN E T3, St 7 B 324
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(J&& . Nigeria, Other West African Countries Facing Worst Food Crisis in 10 Years)

FR: 4 HIR (Thisday Live) , Z#bit/]: 4 /6 H

7E# : Khalid Idris Doya, ¥ #5437 F#MK

JR X £ #: https://www.thisdaylive.com/index.php/2022/04/06/aid-groups-nigeria-other-
west-african-countries-facing-worst-food-crisis-in-10-years/

4015 E IR BRREHUR A 5 P B ey SOt RER
HOE b, HRTH 2700 5 A AR, 16—t s it , @i fiia
(Oxfam) . FIFREEFFFFENEEHL (ALIMA ) FIBCEH LG 2761900 11 4L B 7
AL ) (1T, 6 P, X B TR [ FES 3800 77

e A ER S SRV ZHZE (FAO ) Fith FUi &R (WFP) K&K
MBI, R HFIEAEA 19 MERIRE BT fESit—8 %k, e
2022 4F 2 A% 5 AR —RGTEET A IR

EHIT AT (ADB ) AT RPEEK - P44 ( Akinwumi A. Adesina )
i, FRAE 2.5 (CAEM NAEREEILREST . #afbprid, Jukcgscnds
PR —Rh A, B ARMRR IR B R ToE N R A RSB R . 7T 1
. AirbEHZ 2R E,

[ 2015 FELIK, GARMHEGNER . BH/R, FA. D HEfMEHFIAEN T
PYARIR DR 25 SO B R B O A0 Kt =5 —— M\ 700 T3 RTH22 2700 T3,
SRS PGAR K AR X AT T PRI - JAFCRI Y - PHIf ( Assalama Dawalack
Sidi ) R, TR P SRR 2N A G g g — R, S B
HH AR, R IErfEh S, BaEMT, SFHEA 630 JT&4F
IeAE 6—59 DN H R LR FRA R, H 2021 4EHEIIUT 30%.

LRI, A ST RE SR BRSO S 20%, XM T-4b
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Tl AR A A (5 AR 2 M P R AR I R T T B0

(JRR: Central Africa: MSF Suspends Its Medical Activities in South-West Cameroon)

FR: £FFH (allafrica.com) , Z#afi]: 4 /5 H
B [aiE s F B ILK
JR X #£4: https://allafrica.com/stories/202204060485.html|

4 H5H, TEAEAEHL (MSF) IEXEAMA, EFUETIEANREZEL
BB =NH, REARBUSEEE, M1 e (e A 22 P R
XENEE TGS, ME, ZAZWL T IO TR A e 2R

2021 412 H 27 H, TEAEAAZHER R (ELFEPY TS ) i
B— AW E R B s AN, Bardemdza, wis TIE A Rgodd, ]
EICE A E AL G T 5 R R E R B T SGEARR, (EIX M2 TR
A E R 523 RH . SRR R, ROE—EA T AR IR
(Buea) FITHHIBL, AHNHE TIEN Gt s 22 P 52 Se Bl

FEEITEARE PN, ol SR A2 VSR 5 2 4 = R R AR 2 A e
FEA R T T Rble, $R0L A R T I s AR S (5 ATEB Il A
BT, (BRXFFIH SECRMEBUSEIE R . 1AL, 722 J], MR
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HIRIA PRI RS T feditish . ™ Jols SR ARV sh AR H AIs S B PR
J3 - #6595 5cH (Sylvain Groulx ) TiiE, “JolE FEEAEHPIREEARE S H N
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(JR&: Ghana: Stakeholders Discuss Inclusive Education)

F R A2hif4R (Ghanaian Times) , Z#ba1/]: 4 F 14 H
#HRF K
JR X #£ #: https://www.ghanaiantimes.com.gh/stakeholders-discuss-inclusive-education/

4 413 H, —3 M RIECRIT TN TGS eI E B b a2 /n, 44
PVEORATIE T —IAFAF I, Iz EEE 2GR RA SR Y B
RN, BRAETREAENEAL . S5mmENE, DIEESF 5
MHRTT . X—HECHIH B INNEE MG SEEMF T (1IEPA ) 3
[FATE, IERIEEEEZRRSHIEE,

T H A - i (Sam Awuku) RS R FRFIR, 1 2020
FEHTLIEIE EEREIEN, EEETZRASIANFEEINALEZI RN A W]
B, DI ERHTEE ERRTH A B U, 23l W “ACRm
ZA N ERFE I e 2 IR FELORB T Ecae , Finl 2B ANIRTFRET), (HEZT
HIGHEME, 7 2 H §ELA RN ST RSN IR EE, JF
FEAFIHEERIEH . PR N TEE,  “WRFANTAXFAL, H5—KiRfT
KRN, BB RGOZMMAIPRIERS? 7 Iy AR R 5 3z H A2
N T HEHIRANHAE RGN, MR, BE KR FREY) 7 E R
BTSSRI A IR

RS E AT ST FUIUR - W2 - 5 ( Michael Boakye-
Yiadom ) FiH7E#RZ (IIANINHR ) RITINZIR, HHEAEHIE £ L H 5,
HAETAE T2 —HrBe, AREM N AR AT R Frod, HidmaEk
HIWHIBEST, Briksa3) el kA, MOTHRIR R, mTiZm BB T 585
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(BR&:: 50% of schools in Nigeria lack furniture — UBEC)

£k £#K (Vanguard) , ZHA1E: 4 F 7 H
1E#: Khalid Idris Doya, *F#& A% BE/L@kK
JR X #£#: https://www.vanguardngr.com/2022/04/50-of-schools-in-nigeria-lack-furniture-
ubec/

JEe H R 3% K FeAith#0F 22 714> ( Universal Basic Education Commission, fi]
K UBEC ) 7K, ZEHZ) 50% M)A AR R AA . Z RS TG
KA - TG (Hamid Bobboyi ) Ko, MR FLRIZE Hh “sA Az Aafeiits b ER”
BILREE s &, g, Je BRI AR ALRAZ R 77 1 IR 28 I R 1,
XA RE TR LE AN TES: N H BT 2%35 N5 4%, 2248 ABRHG s a1 xt
FF R HIE TR, BURN. Z B R0 H AL 2 e A UE s e

T AR ) — R B A A4 27 ( Civil Society Organisations, f&FK CSO )
SRR W EFIR, RN 20% 18 AR BB SR SL AR U ok
A, EERAT 80%HIANE # AHEH FAF AR, Fl, SR E %
AT PIT AR 5 R Al 20 2R | SRR HA S SR 2 (4R 77 I IZ [ R4 it
B, DARGESFECET BB, Rl @S2 —R. 2l
BERELAH T 2 R e AR - AR FFHE (Frank Ibiziem ) WIRAER, &
HIFH R AR RETE 2L M F R AL KEN—8IH, inFERS
LU A A I DCHE BN E B IR ORI B o b2 5e e 73 I A
AR ELS T2 ESHIEEAER RN, WSRO N 20 H 195
B, HARIES BT R BRI, WO A RS R S PR R T
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