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Teaches First Aid to Students at Confucius Institute of University of Yaoundé¢ II

g BRIy G EBUS 2 R

BUATIZ .o oovveoeeoeeeee oo eeessess s sssees s sess e sesssess e ss s eeessesn 1
O B B YA R F BN A NIRRT s 1
FHERE RS B B ERIER A7 s 2
IR E AN RS 5 28I AV E DT EIORERS oo 3

BRIFFBNTS .o 5
[ pR Rl AR 450 7650 e HRI & Bl T Rpsedr ... 5
s EFREE MRS AL R AN ZHR AL 30 (2370 ............. 6

3 =31 - SO 8
JEHFIL: 2022 AT REAS A BEA A 8
FEP AP, 2 FEARTEFREEE 2 e 9

5 =) [OOSR 12
PN =D S G =0 12

TN —Fr REE N HEENAE LA T KRB 1700 J7 el K2 A+ .13



FHEFE TG : MCEBARARZE R FERAEETT o 15

JERRENE

FETFE BT 2022 ST ARV HH Z2RA1 50

“VlRaREE" B b R E——r i AR s e AR = ik 4

RS

sSRKE

HAE SRR AR A AT



TaRin

China—Cameroon Medical Cooperation: The 22nd Chinese
medical Team Teaches First Aid to Students at Confucius

Institute of University of Yaound é I

IR EEST S EBUG B R

Taling Tene Rodrigue

Vice Director of the Center for Francophone Studies, Institute of African Studies at

Zhejiang Normal University

Tuesday 6 September 2022, was organized at the Confucius Institute of the
University of Yaoundé II, a lecture given by the 22nd Chinese medical team in
Cameroon, teaching first first aid to students. This was part of a vast program brought
about by the China-Cameroun medical cooperation. China and Cameroon since the
signing up of their diplomatic ties in 1971 have been cooperating in multiple area
among which heath and sanitation. That cooperation has deepened since the pandemic
of covid-19 that brought unprecedented damages to peoples’  lives and to the world
economy. China as a sincere friend of Cameroon, have been assisting the country by

sending medical team, equipment, vaccines and many other necessities.

It is in this context that, the 22nd Chinese medical team from Shanxi province in
China arrived the 24 April 2022 in Yaoundé, the capital city of the republic of

Cameroun. A team made of 11 specialists and generalists of different fields of
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expertise such as internal medicine, surgery, ophthalmology, anesthesia, traditional
Chinese medicine, etc.. all coming from tertiary grade hospital in China such as the

second people hospital of Chanzhi.

The head of this 22nd team, doctor Qin Haili in a short interview granted to the
author of this article, has reaffirmed the commitment of Chinese doctors alongside
their Cameroonian colleagues to step up the China Cameroon medical cooperation in
multiple domains including experience sharing, mutual learning, skills transfer as well
as more social awareness on health issues among young and old people. “We want
to put our skills at the service of the population through curing patients both at
hospitals and in localities, especially for those having financial difficulties, that is our
first mission here” , said Doctor Qin Haili. “Our second mission is to popularize
the traditional Chinese medicine to help build the image of our country " , she
continued. “We also want to impact the Cameroonian society, especially the youth
with our social actions such as training the youth to emergency first aid and raise the
awareness of basic life-saving behaviors. That was the purpose of our lecture to
Cameroonian students studying Chinese languages and culture in the Confucius

Institute at the University of Yaoundé I1” , pursued doctor Qin Haili.

The head of the 22nd Chinese medical team in Cameroon wishes to further up
their social actions in primary and secondary schools, and help build the friendship
and people-to-people trust with the youngest as well. Of course, live in Cameroon for
newly come Chinese doctors does not go without challenges and good surprises.
There is certainly a cultural gap between the two countries in terms of foods,
environment, peoples and languages differences. The medical team have to adapt to
their new home despites some challenges. On behalf of her colleagues, Doctor Qin

Haili acknowledged above all the welcoming and enthusiastic spirit of Cameroonians



people of all ages vis-a-vis the Chinese. “When Cameroonian see us in the street,
they shout, ‘chinois’ , ‘ami’ , ‘amigo’ ... Cameroonians are very nice with
us and thanks to the help they have provided us since our arrival here][....]. As doctors,
we need to communicate with our patients, at the beginning we needed a translator
who was helping, but with times we learned to feel and understand the people. We
have received some specialized language training to get us ready for our mission here.
Moreover, Cameroon is a bilingual country, even though our French is very poor, we
can still use English with which we are more familiar since our middle school

education” , she said.

Officing at the Gynaeco-Obstetric and Pediatric Hospital of Yaoundé, the
medical team are putting the best of their expertise to serve the people while

improving themselves alongside their Cameroonian colleagues.

As for the status quo of Cameroon health system and the improvement of the
China-Cameroon health cooperation, Doctor Qin Haili made some important remarks

and suggestions:

“1-  Cameroon heath system is more advanced and sophisticated than what we
thought. They are very brilliant and competent doctors and specialists here. Of course,
they are things that still need to be improved such as some specialized services which

must be specialized even more. In that regards, more medical experts could be needed.

2-  Just like us, Cameroonian medical experts are also going to China to learn
more experience, and that is very practical for our medical cooperation. But the recent
pandemic of covid-19 has slowed down this initiative due to many travelling

restrictions. Both countries should work to leverage the exchanges of medical experts.



3- The Chinese traditional medicine such as acupuncture, massotherapy and
massage can be very useful and efficient to cure some diseases here in Cameroon, and
avoid patient to be addicted to conventional drugs that have more side effects. For
example, in the case of diabetes, hypertension and several cardiovascular diseases

which are often linked to excessive weight gain.

4- T admire how much the patient trust the doctors here. I am so touched by the
trust given to us by our patients. Of course, it s also because of our self-confidence
and the love to serve the people that we bear in our heart. The mutual trust between us
and our local patient have given us strength to give the best of ourselves and this is a

very important point of the medical cooperation between our two countries.”

In a word, the China-Cameroon medical cooperation have produced very
concretes results from the institutional level to the people-to-people level. However,
there is still more to be done as the global pandemic of covid-19 has proven
weaknesses of the African countries * healthcare systems both at national and
continental level. More should be done in that regards and our suggestions in the case
of Cameroon go as to intensify the continuous training of Cameroonian medical staff
by Chinese experts both at home and in China. We can also open local production
subsidiaries of Chinese medical equipment, intended to supply local hospitals and
Sino-Cameroonian hospitals built in Cameroon as part of the medical cooperation
between the two countries. The enhancement of mutual learning of cultures is also
fundamental in view of an even brighter cooperation and a close people-to-people

bond.



DEAGENEREBUFAE “MBRESRARR”

(J&&: The Juntas Of Mali And Burkina Want To “Strengthen Their Military Partnership”)
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(J&& . Nigeria: IFC Supports Sustainable Nigeria's Livestock Production With $4.5m
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(J&=&: NPA, Togo forge partnership to combat fuel smugggling)
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