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On the Ethnic Identities and Balance of Power between

Different Ethnic Groups in Burundi
HOU Fa-bing

Abstract: The ethnic identification and ethnic identity registration policy
carried out by the Belgian colonial authority emphasizing racial differences be-
tween the Hutu and the Tutsi brought Burundi decades of ethnic conflict. After
independence in 1962, the Burundian governments dominated by the Tutsi in-
herited the past colonial policy of ethnic identity registration and implemented
the policy of marginalizing the Hutu which made the whole country continue the
history of ethnic conflict. After decades of conflicts and compromises, the Hutu
and the Tutsi finally came to agreements of power balance. However, due to
lack of reflection on the ethnic identity registration policy and the ethnic identity
itself, the balance of ethnic power in Burundi can not fundamentally solve the
inter-ethnic conflicts. The ethnic identification and ethnic power balance poli-
tics of Burundi have important warning implications for other multi-ethnic coun-
tries.

Key words; Burundi, Ethnic identification, Registration of ethnic identi-

ty, Balance of power



